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Sketch of the CONTENTS. 


N this Diſcourſe will be found, a Number of moſt 

valuable Quotations, that have (with great Pains) 
been collected from Antient and Modern Authors; 
ſome of which were written upwards of 300 Years ago. 
From thoſe Antients, as well as from the moſt eminent 
Moderns, it is proved, (and its Reaſonableneſs clear- 
ly demonſtrated) that the treating this Diſorder agree- 
able to the Intentions of Nature, and to the Opinions 
oi the greateſt of Men, muſt be in a Manner quite out 
of the common Road of Practice : together with Re- 
marks on the preſent Methods of Cure, ſhewing the 
11] Cenſequence of ſtrong Purging, Mercurial Prepara- 
tions, Injections, Aftringents, &c. &c. With an Ac- 
count of a new Medicine dijcovered by the Author, its 
Comparative Excellence with other Remedies fully 
conſidered, and explained. | 

Alſo ſome uſeful and highly Neceſſary Reflections, 
on thoſe vile, illiterate, and baneful People, who pre- 
tend to cure this Diſcaſe, in which their ignorant, and 
infamous Practice, is clearly detected and expoſed. 

And further is added, {0:1 beneficial Inquiries in- 
to the Nature and Virtues of h publiſhed Medicines 
now moſt in Uſe, for the Cure oi this Diſcaſe; their 
Operations examined and fairly conſidered. 

Laftly, Some "Thoughts are offered, on the too fre- 
quent Imputations, reſpecting empirical Practice, 

In ſhort, the Whole throws a Light on the Venere- 
al Diſeaſe, quite different from the Maxims eſtabliſhed 
by Cuſtom, and from what is now the preſent Opinion. 
It is delivered in an eaſy and familiar Manner, being 
principally intended för the Peruſal of Perſons affiict- 
ed with this Diſorder ; and alſo for ſuch as have been 
ill cured of it; which may eafily be known by obſerv- 
ing the Opinion of Dr. PETER SHAw, Phyſician to his 
Majeſty, viz. That frequently flying Pains, Head- 
„ aches, and ether Symptoms, cccaticned either by 
* the Mercury, or the Relicks of the Diſtemper, often 
5 continue after a ſuppoſed Cure of the infection. 
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SENIOR SUROEON of 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW's Hos PITAL. 


1 . 


HEN I reflect on the many Advantages I reap'd 
| during the Time of my attending St. Bartholomew s 
Hoſpital ; and the many Honours you daily gained, by not only 
proving yourſelf a moſt able Maſter in your Profeſſion, but 
in the Treating of thije Patients who were ſa happy as to be 
under your Care, (to your Glory will it ever be remembered) 
that at the ſame Time you was redieveing their Affitetions by 
Jour well known Still, yu evidently ſympathized with them in 
all their Pains and Troubles; each Mord, each Look and Ac- 
lion, ſo blended with good Nature, conveying a true fellow: feel- 
ing for the Diſtreſſes of Mankind, that the Unſornunate almgſi 
forget their Afliftions, Praiſes from their Mouths are continual- 
ly heard when your Name is mentioned, and when favoured 
with your Preſence, Smiles of love, comfort, and gratitude, are 
evidently ſeen on their Countenance, even through a Countenance 
diſiorted with the moſt agonizing Pains. 
Surely this is the Character of a truly great and good Man; 
get, Sir, give me leave to add, itis us mire than Thouſands 
and 


and Tens of Thouſands will affirm ; 


DEDICATION. 

I fay, when J reflect 
on ſuch great Singularities, it is impaſſible for me to heſitate 
ene Moment io whom I. ſhould dedicate this Eſſay ; and if there 
ſhould prove one Hint, Remark or Maxim, that meets with 


your Approbation, I ſhall think myſelf amply rewarded for ny 
 Pams; for as to pleaſmg the World, I confeſs I ſhould juſt 


as ſoon hope for grand Events from Iinpoſſibilities.— As an 
Author, ysur great Merit has long been acknowledged, and 
thoſe Works you have obliged the Public with, have, by the 


| beſl of Fudges, been received with the greats Reſpect. Your 


Treatiſe on Ruptures has fone more Honour to our Profeſſion, 


than any Work yet Extant of its Kind ; as through the whole 


every Sentiment plainly appears to be founded on Reaſon, Ex- 
ferience, and found Judgment; from ſuch Dualifications the 
Aﬀtietcd may with the greateſt Reaſon hope for Redreſs, even 
though long fallen a Sacrifice to Deſpair, particularly when they 
recolls&, that to thoſe Dualifications, is joined an almoſt un- 
equalled Humanity, or Bratherly- Love ts Mankind. 


J am, 
S 1 R, 
IFith the greateſt Reſpect, 


Your much obliged Friend, 


Red-Lion Square, 
May, 1765, 


And moſt obedient humble Servant, 


A 
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PREFACE, 


Propoſed to convey a few Hints to the Reader, 
before he peruſes the Eſſay. 


AM not unacquainted that I muſt un- 
dergo Cenſure; the World either has or 
will take the Liberty to criticiſe ; this gives 
me not the leaſt Concern ; as by the follow- 
ing Diſcourſe I hope to ſerve my Fel- 
low-creatures, will neither be checked 
in my Practice, nor even contraſted into 
Limits. I expect to be thought very ſingu- 
lar for Oppoſing the Methods in general 
Uſe, and indeed acknowledge my Devia- 
tion, but at the ſame Time, beg leave to 
obſerve, and in ſhort hope, that to every 
impartial Reader, I ſhall evidently prove 
that the treating the Venereal Diſeaſe agree. 
able to the Laws of Nature, and the Opi- 


nions of the greateſt of Men, both An- 
tient 
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PREHACE. 
tient and Modern, muſt be by Methods 
quite out of the common Road of Practice. 
As this Work is in ſome Meaſure chiefly 
intended ſor the Peruſal of my Patients, or 
ſuch as are, or have been afflicted with Ve- 
nereal Infections, J have delivered the whole 


in as plain, eaſy, and familiar Manner, as 


poſſible ; purpoſely avoiding the ambiguous 


Terms, &c. known only by the Faculty; 1 


have alſo induſtriouſly advoided ſuch Ex- 
preſſions as muſt hurt a modeſt Ear, (as far 
as the ſubject would allow) and yet have en- 
deavoured to keep up to the full Senſe and 
Meaning of the Diſcourſe; and hope it will 
be found that my Sentiments there advanc- 
ed, are not mere Conjectures, but founded 
on Reaſon, Experience, and the Laws of 
Nature. As J have always prefered finceri- 


ty to Eloquence, ſo ] ſhould be more proud 
to be eſteemed the Author of one uſeful 


Proof, or plain Demonſtration, than all 
the fine-fpun Hypotheſes that compole the 
Works of the moſt cminent Authors; and 
I can juſtly ſay, with Dr. £045, that my De- 
ſign in Printing this Book is not to reflect 
on any Gentleman of the Faculty; there 
are many Phyſicians and Surgeons in the 


Britiſh 


PREFACE. 

Britiſh Nation, and in this Town in parti- 
cular, deſervedly celebrated for their great 
Knowledge in their Profeſſions. Therefore 
let it be underſtood, when I fay the Prac- 
tice in Uſe, I mean that in general Uſe, conſe- 
qently thoſe that are of different Sentiments 
from myſelf, cannot have the leaſt Reaſon to 
imagine I have a perſonal Aim at them, or 
intend to leſſen their Reputation. But if 
the Principles and Rules, &c. I have re- 
commended to the World, ſhould bring any 
miſtaken and hurtful Methods of Practice 
into Diſcredit, I ought not to be ſorry, but 
rather to rejoice, becauſe the Event will be 
happy for Mankind ; for none can juſtly 
ſuffer in their Honour, for rejecting Cuſtoms 
in Medical Practice, when they have been 
proved not to correſpond with the true Cu- 
rative Indications. And I muſt add, that 
if by ſubmitting myſelf to the Cenſure of 
others, I ſhould have the good Fortune to 
excite ſome more maſterly Pen to improve 
the Art of Curing this Diſeaſe, it will much 
augment my Pleaſure and Satisfaction, as I 
ſhall thereby be, in a great Meaſure, inſtru- 
mental 1n conveying a greater good to my 
Fellow-creatures. 
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PREFACE. 
And further joining my Sentiments to tho& 
of a favourite Author, I proceed, that to be 
at a Certainty, how tocurea Diſeaſe that fills 
us with the moſt painful Senſations, requires 
our utmoſt Diligenee and Care. But no 
Man can be ſo, that is not acquainted with 
the Animal Oeconomy, and the Operation of 
a Medicine upon the Fluide; and altho' I 
am one of the leaſt (amongſt many) that 
are capable of an Undertaking of this Na- 
ture, yet as I do not hereby pretend to be 
wiſer (only perhaps, a little more laborious) 
than the reſt of my Brethren ; fo I hope 
they will pardon me, if by great Applica- 
tion and Care, I can inform both myſelf 
and them, of ſomewhat we have at preſent, 
but a confuſed Idea of: and if they wilt 
pleaſe to give themſelves leiſure to read 
through, and conſider cvery Part, before 
they cenſure any, I hope they will not 
think their Time ill ſpent, if they find it 
pleaſant, entertaining, and tending to the 
Aſſiſtance of Mankind; although I know 
it is 7mpoſ/ible to write, ſo as to pleafe 
every Perſon. Yet to the Judicious and Un- 
prejudiced, I fatter myſelt, it may be found 
acceptable. | 1 
L 442 0 In 


PREFACE. 

In the Courſe of this Eſſay, I have in- 
ſerted a Number of Quotations that are ab- 
ſtrated from Authors of undoubted Credit, 
which I imagine, will have much greater 
Weight with the Reader, than any Thing I 
could ſingly offer in Support of this Hypo- 
theſis. And as, agreeable to the Obſervation 
made by a valuable Author, I do not think it 
anyleſſening either to me ot the Book, therefore 
in order to anticipate any malicious Re- 
flections, frankly own, that divers Things 
Herein contained, are Hints and Gleanings 
from other Authors; and I think every 
Man docs the ſame, that writes to any good 
Purpoſe ; altho' all are not ſo ingenuous as 
to own it as I do. But I hope I may truly 
ſay, that my Aſſiſtance does not come from 
the Field of the Sluggard, or Fool ; not 
from uncultivated Ground, or barren Soil, 
but from Authors of good Authority, the 
Sentiments of whom I have gathered to- 
gether with no little Pains. And if any 
living Author takes it ill, that I have ſucked 
Honey from any Flower of his, I hope I 
have therein done him no Injury, and in- 
deed, - have probably only done by him 
what he has done by many others, 


b 2 Certain 


PR E F A CE. 
Certain J am, no Man is without Errors, 
and I wiſh I knew all mine; to excufe 


many of which, I am under the diſagreeable 
Neceſſity to beg great Lenity from the Rea- 


der, more particularly, when J inform him, 
this Work is a haſty Publication; it con- 
ſiſting of Obſervations, which have been 
made from Time to Time in my Extenſive 
Practice in the Cure of the Venereal Diſ- 
eaſe. Theſe were taken as kind of Minutes, 
on which I made ſuch Remarks as J found 
neceſſary; and to theſe are added, thoſe Sen- 
timents from ſuch great Men as favoured the 
Method J have found abſolutely neceſſary 
to eſtabliſh, Now to collect, diſpoſe, and 
place in a regular Order, the above Ma- 
nuſcripts, required ſome Time and Atten- 
tion. But in Oppoſition to this, an ill State 
of Health, and my whole Time nearly in- 
groſſed in the Attendance on my Practice, 
has prevented the Difcourfe being drefled 
in that neceſſary Apparel; therefore, is 
obliged to appear in the World, loaded 
with the Expreſſions of Inaccuracy Tauto- 
logy, Irregularity, &c. &c. Indeed it may 
be aſked, why ſome intimate Friend was 
not conſulted, whoſe Time would have ad. 


mitted him to have prevented thoſe Circum- 
ſtances ? 


PREFACE. 

ſtances ?? To which I anſwer, my Reaſon 
was this, that at the ſame Time they were 
removing the Exceptions, I was appre- 
henſive, the real Senſe and Meaning of the 
Work, would in ſome Meaſure, ſuffer an Al- 
teration, or at leaſt be ſo expreſſed, as might 
perplex the Reader which way to determine. 
Therefore I was fully of the Opinion, that 
it was better to publiſa it to the World, 
even under thoſe Diſadvantages, than riſque 
any kind of Alteration, that migat embarras 
that Mode of Practice, which I here affirm 
to be the only ſafe and effectual One, that 
ever was, or can be made Uſe of, except the 
Diſeaſe ſhould change its Nature, which 
we have little Reaſon to ſuppole that it will, 
Now as this Diſcourſe (I foreſee) is to go 
through a ſevere Penance, whatever the 
good Critics, or the capricious Cavillers are 
pleaſed to ſay, I have only to beg of them, 
that the whole Load may reſt on myſelf, 
(well knowing, the Weight can beof no Con- 
ſequence to me) this I mention to prevent 
any Inſinuation: that thoſe of the Faculty 
with whom I am particularly intimate, were 
concerned in this Publication; it is true thoſe 
of the greateſt Eminence have ſeen the Manu- 
ſcripts, 


PR EF ACE. 


ſoripts, and were pleaſed to approve of the 
Publication. But I here folemnly aflicm, 
that no Perſon has been concerned either 
directly, or indirectly, by adding or di- 
miniſhing any Sentiment or Expteſſion 
through any Part of this Eſſay. Among a 
Number of Objections to this Work, the 
following probably may be One, that I have 
expoſed the Profeſſion too much, by which 
it is made too cheap. But they will do 
right to conſider, that tho' ſuch Perſons as 
are, or have been infected, may by Read- 
ing this Book, be a Judge whether they are 
perfectly found or not, yet the Cure ever 
remains in the Hands of the Faculty; for as 
to the Intruder and the Illiterate, that has 
no Education, nor any Notion of the Pro- 
feſſion until he reads this, it will be of no 
more Benefit to him, than if it was wrote 
in Hebrew. Another Objection may be 
raiſed, againſt my not taking Notice of 
every publiſhed Medicine, as I have done 
ſeveral : the Reaſon was this, there not 


being any in general Uſe, therefore not 


worth the leaſt Notice. The diet Drink, 
Dr. Leak mentions in his Advertiſements, 
having ſlipt my Memory, ſhall juſt obſerve, 
I have proved it to be very Innocent, having 
ſimilar Effects with the Decoction of Saſſa- 


Parilla. I alſo take this Opportunity to men- 


tion the Peru Drops, ſold in Holbourn; 


they are much the ſame ſimple and abſurd 
Me- 


PREFACE. | 
Medicine, called the Jeſuits Drops, or if any 
Thing a worſe Compoſition. 

I flatter myſelf this Treatiſe will be 
found acceptable, to ſuch of the Faculty as 
practice in the Country, many of whom are 
totally unacquainted with the Particular 
Nature of the Venereal Poiſon; and per- 
haps the Eafe and Plainneſs of the Stile, 
may render it ſtil] more uſeful, as every in- 
genious Man is not fo happy as to have had 
an Academical Education, and yet may 
however, have Learning enough to qualify 
themſelves for ſome one Branch of Phyſic. 
Theſe too often Practice by Cuſtom and 
Receipts, without rightly underſtanding 
why, and the Manner how Medicines 
ought to operate, to expell this Diſorder, 
and the more ſo, as they have but little Prac- 
tice in the Curing of it. 

If another Objection ſhould offer, reſpect- 
ing my not making known the Medicine I 
have ſo much extolled ; let the Reader obſerve 
the Reaſon I have there given, which, to a 
ſenſible Man, will always appear ſufficient. 
And dare believe, on the Whole, it may be 
allowed, I have taken much Pains to trace 
out the Nature and Cauſe of that Diſtem- 
per, I have now treated of; it was a Study 
I early in Life propoſed, and always had a 
determined Reſolution, to arrive to an ac- 
compliſhed Method of Curing it. I * 
ect 
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le& an Obſervation made by the late Inge- 
nious Mr. Nourſe, in the Year 1756, being 
then Senior Surgeon of Bartholomew's Hoſ- 
pital, having juſt been vifiting one of the 
Wards appropriated for the Cure of Vene- 
real Patients, that if the Gentlemen of the 
Faculty would take more Pains in the Cure 
of thoſe Venereal Patients, that come under 
their Care, he was fully perſuaded the Hoſ- 
pitals could not be crowded with ſuch mi- 
ſerable Objects, nor would the Town ſwarm 
with ſuch Numbers of illiterate Fellows 
who vilely pretend to cure that Diſeaſe. 
This Gentleman was certainly Right in his 
Sentiments; the Conſequence of ill Cures 
is fcarce credible ; for where it happens 
ſo in ſome particular Conſtitutions, it in 
Time becomes next to an Impoſſibility ever 
to irradicate that curſed Poiſon. 

About a Month ago, as I was going up 
Ludgate- Hill, I ſaw a Man, who I imme- 
1 remembered being in the Hoſpital, 
and at the Time I mentioned Mr. Nourſ?'s 
talkipg of this Diſorder, this Man being 
then a Patient, and in the moſt ſhocking 
Situation. I ſhould not have recollected 
him, but the Circumſtance of his having 
but one Leg, and one Arm, ſtruck my Eye 
immediately; and his Face being much de- 
ſtorted with the Diſtemper, made me the 


More 
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more certain he was the ſam Perſon ; and 
therefore directly called to my Servant to 
order the Coachman to ſtop, and got out 
of my Chariot, to Queſtion the Man re- 
ſpecting the Diſorder: I well remem- 
bered his being falivated feveral Times, 
and that he was diſcharged out of the 
Houſe, pretty well ; but he informed me 
it ſoon returned, and that he had been un- 
der almoſt every eminent Practitioner in 
Town and Country, and had fince been 
ſalivated fix or ſeven Times, but {till the 
Symptoms after a little Time returned: I of- 
fered to order him fome Medicines, but he 
told me he was determined to take no 
more, as he found it would kill him, there- 
fore the ſooner he was dead, the better. He 
was now ſo infected, that ſeveral of bis 
Bones were quite rotten ; and he ſtunk fo, 
that it was with Difficulty you could ſtand 
near him, 

This proves the dreadiul Conſequence 
of 11] Cures; that Man having been cured 
(as he ſuppoſed) five Years before he ap- 
plied to the Hoſpital, and always declared he 
had caught no new Infection, and indeed, 
there were Reaſons ſuthcient to prove he 
could not. : 

To end this Preface, leſt I tire the Rea- 
der's Patience, I ſhall only add, that as no 
Man is without his Enemies, ſo I ſuppoſe 
I have ſome. But my Conſolation is, that 

C their 
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their Malice is Impotent, and wholly with- 
out a Cavſe ; therefore, if by unparallel'd 
Falſchoods, they ſtrive to murder my good 
Name in the Dark, yet of theſe I aſk no 
Quarter, nor ſhall I take any Notice of 
their Malicious Reproaches ; for I ſhouid 
eſteem their Applauſe as a Scandal and Slur 
to my Underſtanding, as I devote this Book 
wholly to Men of Integrity, Learning, Can- 
dour, and Humanity. What I have juſt 
jaid, and the following, with which the 
Preface ends, are wrote in Conjunction 
with the Sentiments and Mode of two Emi- 
nent phyſical Writers. 

I now publicly declare, I am very indif- 
ferent as to what Cavils are made againſt this 
uſeful Eſſay, it not being wrote with a View 
of Intereſt reſpecting the Sale, therefore its 
Enemies will be greatly diſappointed, if they 
endeavour to depriciate it on that Account, 
but if through worſe Motives, they will not 
make me angry, as I have the Happineſs to 
be out of the Reach of ſuch kind of Envy, 
conſequently they will gain no more Victo- 
ry, than if they were fighting with the Air, or 
their own Shadows; 


For in vain will flow the Venom rom the 
2 /t poiſonous Quill. 
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As for low Cenſures, 


Exit loquacis pulchra Protervie 
Vindicta, riſiſie & ſereno 


Magnanimum taciliſſe Vultu. 


Jam, 


The Public's humble Servant, 


J. BECEER 


Errata, from Page 64, leave out the Run- 
ning Titles On Diuretic Meaicines.— 
Page 56, by an Error of the Preſs Part 
of a Quotation is re- inſerted. 
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Contains a ſhort Account of the Origin 
of the VENEREAL DISEASE. 


HE great Bzerhoave ſays, it is a 
Diſorder wholly ſingular in its Na- 
ture, and perhaps bears no Reſemblance to 
any other, It is, alas! too common: it is 
the Fire of Death; more to be feared, and 
by far more dreadful than Death itſelf.” 
With theſe Words he opens his Lectures 
on this Diſorder. The Variety of Opinions 
to be found in Authors who have treated of 
this Diſeaſe, apparently ſhews that they 
had diſcovered no certain Means to direct 
them to an inconteſtible Period of its Ori- 
gin; they indeed are pretty general in the 
Opinion that it was imported from America 
by Chriſtopher Columbus, in the Year 1493, 
he having performed his Expedition from 
thoſe Parts. Several Authors have ap- 
peared in Defence of the Antiquity of the 
Vencreal Diſeaſe, the laſt of whom was 
Mr. William Becket, of London, Surgeon, 


B in 


2 A ſhort Account, &c. 

in three Diſſertations publiſhed in the 3oth 
and 31ſt Volumes of the Philoſophical Tranſ- 
aclions, in which he has, with great Dili- 
gence, got together whatever could be 
collected from the Engliſb Antiquities, both 
in Print and Manuſcript, that favoured his 
Opinion. In the Diſſertation firſt printed 
in the zoth Volume of the Philaſophical 
Trunſattions, No. 357, Anno 1718, he 
labours to prove, that a Venereal Go- 
northæa was known in England ſome Ages 
before the Year 1493, under the Names of 
Ardor, Arſura, Incendium, &c. in Engliſb, 
Brenning, or Burning; whereof indeed 
there is frequent mention made by the Eng- 
liſb Hiſtorians; and in Confirmation of this 
Opinion, he produces ſeveral Authorities, 
whereof ſome are earlier and others later 
than the Year 1494 from which he con- 
cludes, that this Diſeaſe was communicated 
from infected Women to Men, and that in 
the moſt antient Times, However, be this 
as it will, it is not worth ingroſſing the 
Reader's Time about, as it is not a Matter 
of the greateſt Importance to know from 
what Part of the Globe it had its Birth, or 


from what exact Time to fix its Origin, 
It 
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It is certainly enough to know the Nature, 
Cauſe and Symptoms (which by the bye 
every Phyſician and Surgeon ought to make 
himſelf thoroughly acquainted with) tlie 


Knowledge of which can only point out a 


rational Method of eure. 


— 


CA F.- 


Contains a ſhort Information of the Nature 
of Venereal Infections. 


ERE follows a ſhort Deſcription of 
the Diſeaſe, agreeable to the Opinion 
of an antient Author in the Year 1566. 
Upon the firſt Appearance of this Malady 
in Europe, the latent Poiſon, before it broke 
out in other Symptoms, betrayed itſelf in 
an uncommon Indolence, ſpontaneous Laſ- 
ſitude, (a) Senſe of Weight in the Limbs, 
an almoſt continual Inclination to Sleep, 
waſting of the Habit, Loſs of Vigour, Per- 
turbation of the Mind, melancholy, and a 
timorous Diſpoſition, Paleneſs of the Face, 
Blackneſs under the Eyes, Alteration of the 
whole Viſage, Heat in the Hands and Feet, 
B 2 with 


4 © Natureof Venereal Infections. 
with a great many Symptoms more. To 
theſe, in moſt Patients, ſucceeded a (c) 
Caries of the Pudenda, producing ſmall cor- 
roſive Ulcers of a red Colour, which after 
diſappearing returned again, and ſometimes 
in twice their former Number ; the Skin 
became deformed with rough, uncqual 
Cruſts, and naſty Puſtules, the Eruption 
ſometimes wearing the Shape Satyriaſis, 
ſometimes of the Elephantiaſis, or Lichen, 
or Teraminthus, or Pſora. But before this, 
there uſed to ſpring up a Crop of very ſmall 
Puſtules, which grew by Degrces, till at 
laſt they reached the Size of a Nut. Theſe 
Puſtules ſhewed theraſelves capable of a 


great Varicty, for ſome were larger, 


others ſmaller, ſome dryer, others more 
moiſt. Sometimes their Colour was livid 
cineritious, ſometimes pale, or of a faint 
red; after they broke, they inceflantly 
threw out prodigious Quantities of a ſordid 
fœtid Liquor, reſembling a Mucilage; and 
to the Puſtules ſucceeded Ulcers of the pha- 
gedænick Kind, which devoured the fleſhy 
Parts to the very Bones ; nor could the hard 
Conſiſtence of the Bones themſelves defend 
them from Corruption and Eroſion. The 
acrid 
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acrid Humours falling upon the ſuperior 
Parts, ſometimes perforated the Tongue, 
ſometimes exulcerated the Palate and Fau- 
ces, and at other Times deſtroyed the U- 
vula and Tonſillæ. Some had their Lips, 
others their Noſes, or Ears, or Eyes eroded; 
and a great many were intirely deprived of 
their virile Parts. In ſome, gummatous 
Humours puſhed out, reſembling the Athe- 
roma, or thoſe Concretions formed by the 
Gums of Trees ; theſe would ſwell to the 
Size of an Acorn, Egg, or Apple; and 
when opened, poured out a whitiſh Mucors 
which however was not extremely fœtid. 
The Joints were affected with Tophi, the 
Arms particularly, and Knees, with hard cal- 
lous Tumours, while the Scapulæ, Sternum, 
and Tibiæ were tormented with violent 
Pains ; in ſome the Pains were continual, 
in others they intermitted, but in both 
Caſes they were moſt acute in the Night. 
Sometimes the Pains were complicated with 
Puſtules, Ulcers and Tumours, fometimes 
unattended with any of theſe. The Patient 
loſt his Appetite and Reſt; his broken 
Slumbers were haunted with frightful 
Dreams; he burnt with an almoſt coati- 

nual 
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nual Heat, and was tormented with an 
aching Head. Beſides, he ſuffered the laſt 
Violence of every Paſſion that moſt diſturbs 
the Mind. In the mean Time, what he 
ſpit was thick and frothy, his Sweats were 
fœted, his Stools dry, with ſome Mixture 
of Mucor, and his Urine reddiſh, oily and 
thick, with an unequal, turbid, broken 
Sediment. 


But when this Diſeaſe had now raged in 
Europe for about 30 Years in this ſhocking 
and deplorable Manner, it began fomew hat 
to change its Shape, cither as to its Train 
of Symptoms, or the Order of their Succeſ- 
| fion. All theſe Things we learn from the 

Writings of that Age. In this Manner did 
the Diſeaſe proceed, till (on the firſt In- 
fection) the Puſtules for the moſt Part were 
gone, the hard Tumours grew leſs frequent, 
and the Pains more mild; beſides, the firſt 
Symptoms became Buboes, Ulcers, Worts, 


and a Gonorrhæa, Ec. 
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A ſhort Sketch of Dr. Boer haave's Senti- 


ments relative thereto. 


1ſt. He fays, the firſt Property of this 
Diſeaſe is, that the Infection is ſo eaſily 
propagated, that, in ſpite of all Precau- 
tions, the whole Conſtitution may be ſub- 
dued by it; nevertheleſs, we are totally 
ignorant of the effential Qualities of this 
Diſorder; we only know that it diſcovers 
itſelf by certain Phenomena, which being 
collected, I ſhall preſent to you, fo far at 
leaſt as may diſtinguiſh it from any other. 


2d. When a Man is infected, there is no 
Parr of his Body, however ſound, that can 
be ſaid to be ſecure ; nay, the whole may 
be contaminated ; and ſuch is its Power, 
that it will render the whole Body weak 
and feeble in a Manner almoſt incredible to 
thoſe who have never experienced it.—— 
The momentary Contact of warm Bodies is 
ſufficient for its Propagation. —As a ſmall 
Spark is capable of kindling a mighty 
Flame. 


2d, 
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2d. The true Contagion will deſtroy the 
moſt pure and healthy Body it affects. I 
have ſeen a comely young Gentleman, in 
whom a little Ulcer fo propagated itſelf, 
that not even a Part of the Body was left 
free. 


4ta. It hath therefore the Property of 
inverting all the good Humours. I have 
ſeen a young Man who had only a little 
Ulcer in his Noſtrils, which could not be 
cured by any of the Phyticians either in 
England, Germany, or France, where he 
had travelled, yet at that Time was other- 
wiſe ſound and clean; nevertheleſs his 
whole Face, Eyes, Ears, &c. were after- 
wards affected. 


5. From hence, if I may ſo ſpeak, there 
is in this Contagion, an innate Power of 
Propagation, on. which Account many ſup- 
poſe it to be of the Animal Kind, and pro- 
duced from a Congeries of Animalcula, 
which being received into the Body as a 
proper Nidus, there propagate themſelves 
with infinite Velocity. This Opinion they 

think 


3 
t 
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think the more probable, becauſe it may be 


cured by Mercury, an anthelmintic Reme- 
dy. I never ſaw any thing like this, not- 


withſtanding I am ſenſible Mercury has that 


Property ; 1t venereal Ulcers on the Skin are 
not well cured, they affect the whole Body 
and if the Sanies is applied to any Part of a 
ſound Perſon, he will be infected thereby, — 
This Infection diſſolves the ſolid Parts, the 
Viſcera Cataloges and Bones, even thoſe of 
the Thigh and Cranium, reducing them to 
a Caput mortuum, or friable Subſtance ; a 
Quality which can be attributed to no diſ- 
order beſides; nay, the very Corruption it 
produces becomes the Medium of its further 


Propagation, 


6th. The Matter is fo very fine and vo- 
latile, that it it be applied outwardly to the 
Surface of the Skin, ic will penetrate thro' 
it to the part it covers, The whole Body 
is defended by the ſolid reſiſtable Cutis, as 
with a Coat of Mail; nevertheleis, the 
warm venereal Poi'on, applied to this Te- 
gument whiiſt in a State of Warmth, will 
inſinuate itſelf into its Subſlance, diflolve 
its Continuity, and melt it down to a ve- 


+ nereal 
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nereal Matter. It is therefore evident, that 
theſe thin, volatile and infectious Particles, 
penetrate the Skin, deſtroy its Texture, and 
produce Ulcers on its Surface. 


7th. But let no one think that what is viſi- 
ble in this Diſeaſe is that very identical 
Poiſon, ſince it is only the Effects thereof 
thrown out on the Surface of the Skin. For 
as the thin, volatile, infectious Particles at 
firt inſinuate themſelves into this tunic, fo 
1 from thence they are diffuſed throughout 
| the Body ; which evidently appears from 
i the following Cate.—Two Friends being at 
8 the Haguc, happened to lie in the ſame 
1 Bed, che one clean, the other infected by 
the Lues; he that was found was ſoon 
alarmed by ſome malignant Ulcers on that 
Side which lay next to his Bed-fellow ; 
knowing himſelf to be free from that Di- 
ſtemper, he went to a Phyſician, who after 
Enquiry, informed him, that he was in- 
tected by the cloſe Contact with a diſeaſed 


Body. 
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rior Judgment in this Diſeaſe above all 
other Writers, yet I beg Leave to obſerve, 
that though indeed I have known a few 
Inſtances of ſome remarkable Effects which 
have happened from a Contact of Bodies, 
as related above; — nevertheleſs, this 
proves no more than the Pofſibility of it: 
For Experience daily ſhews thoſe, who 
have a Number of venereal Patients under 
their Care, that ſuch Caſes very ſeldom 
happen ; on the contrary, it is well known 
that Perſons frequently lying in Bed with 
the Infected, are not the leaſt hurt: Nor 


indeed can the Infection be fo communi- 
cated, but in the molt confirmed and de- 


plorable Caſes, where the Skin is filled with 
venercal Eruptions, and the Perſon ſo infected 
perſpiring very freely; even then it is chief- 
ly confined to Children and tender Bodies, 


Dr. Aftruc, well known for his Publi- 
cations on the Vencreal Diſeaſe, ſpeaking 


of its Nature, fays — It is a Kind of Di- 
ſtemper which cannot be ſpontancouſly bred 
in our Climate by any error in Diet, or 
other depraved State of the Non-naturals ; 


but is produced and perpetuated here by a 
C 2 Sort 
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Sort of morbific Fuel originally brought 


| from Abroad, which is of a laſting Nature ; 


or rather is conſtantly renewed, 


2d. That this morbific Fuel, or Seeds 
of the Diſtemper which is called the vene- 
real Poiſon, though it cannot by any Means 
be generated in our Cl:mate, yet if it be 
conveycd into the Blood, though in the 


ſmalleſt and moſt indiſcernible Particles, it 


docs there eaſily increaſe, multiply, 2 and 
gather Strength. 


zd. On the other Hand, that this Poi- 
fon ſhall ſometimes lie lurking in the Blood 
for ſeveral Years, without any apparent 
Symptoms; and yet that it ſhall be pre- 
ſcrved there ſo entire, as to be capable of 
exerting iiſeif when Occaſion ofters, and 
frequently with fo much Violence as to 
produce the moſt fatal Effects: Which is 
a Circumſtance that ſome of our Anccſtors 
have diſ-overed in che Poiſon flowing from 
the Bite of a mad Dog; but of more Cer- 
tainty found to be true of the venereal Poi- 
ſon from. abundance of Inſtances. Again 
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© The Venereal Diſorder in Europe is 
ſolely propagated by Contagion; there are 
therefore conveyed from the Diſeaſed into 
the Sound, certain Seeds of morbific Matter, 
which being introduced into a ſound Body, 


in the ſmalleſt Quantity and by indiſcern— 
ible Ways, and by Degrees increaſing in 
Bulk, Form, and Efficacy, ſooner or later 


are able to infect and corrupt the whole 


Maſs of Humours ; and theſe Seeds of the 
Diſeaſe are uſually, and not improperly 
named, the Venereal Ferment, Venom, or 


Poiſon, 


This Method of Propagation is not pe- 
culiar to the Venercal Diſeaſe, but common 
to all other contagious Diſtempers. So the 
Small-Pox may be communicated by taking 


a {mall Portion of corrupted Matter out of 
the Puſtules, and inſtilling it into an In- 


cifion made in the Skin. The Plague, by 
Matter flowing out of the Buboes, and 


dropt into a Wound made in any Animal, 
The Itch, or Tetters, by the Ichor dif- 
charged from a diſeaſed Skin and adhering 
to a ſound one. Hydrophebia, by the Ad- 


miſſion of the Saliva of a med Dog into the 
Part 
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Part that is bitten. The Indiſpoſition occa- 
ſioned by the Tarantula, by the Humours 
which that Spider conveys by its Bite into 
the Skin; as by ſo many Ferments peculiar 
to each Diſcaſe. But as in different Fer- 
ments there is a different Nature, whereby 
they are enabled to bring on the ſeveral Diſ- 
eaſes they occaſion, ſo muſt the venereal 
Venom have its peculiar Dif} poſition ; which 
is by ſo much the more NOFIOUS, as the 
Diſeaſe it produces is more/prievous than 
others, and which therefore 1t the more 
concerns us to be acquainted with, as we 
may thereby apply a more certain Remedy 
to the Diſorders which it cauſes. 


CE AP. II. 


Of the Cauſe and Symptoms. 


45 \ HEN the pocky Virus is tho- 
roughly ſettled in the Parts it 

fixes on, the pungent acrid Salts infinuate 
__ into the little Ducts of the ner- 
2u5s Papilla of the Urethra; but the Ir- 
ritation of the Parts, the Fluxion of the 


Hu- 


Cauſe and Symptoms, Is 
Humours, and the Corrofiveneſs of the 
Virus, melt down and ſhake off the ſoft 
mucus Liquid that defends the Urethra 
from the Sharpneſs of the flowing Urine, or 
the Senſation of fabulous Particles in their 
Paſſage. Thus the venereal Salts ſtimulat- 
ing the nervous Fibres of the Urethra, in- 
duce Fluxion and Pain, which diſpoſes the 
viſcid Humour that defends the Paſſage to be 
abraded and waſhed away, leaving the un- 
covered Parts free to the Sharpneſs, which 
accounts for the Heat, Smarting in making 
water, &c. Sc. which is generally expe- 
rienced in this Diſeaſe. From whence it 
appears, that whatever is capable of pro- 
moting the Secretions of the urethral Glands, 
will the ſooneſt and moſt effectually con- 
tribute to the Relief of this Complaint, the 
virulent Salts, by theſe Means, being diſ- 
engaged from the Parts they adhered to, 
are diflolved and carried off by the Urine ; 
and as they were the immediate Caufe of 
the Heat and Pain excited by that Fluid, 
upon their Removal theſc Effects follow: 
Therefore Diuretics mult be the moſt pro- 
per to anſwer this Intention, Medicines 


whoſe Power act intircly on the urinary 
Paſ- 
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Paſſage. The Sentiments of the beſt Aus 
thors agree, not only with regard to the 
Clap as a Diſcaſe, but with reſpect to the 
Running, conſidered as a critical Diſcharge ; 
for Diſeaſes are thoſe Forces and Helps 
which Nature raiſes in our Conſtitutions to 
expel and drive out of our Bodies whatever 
ſhould be offenſive and troubleſume. By 
this we fee when any thing inherent in the 
Conſtitution is troubleſome to the Functions 
or the Body, the Solids and Fluids act in 
Concert to ſhake it off; and the Efforts 
made on theſe: Occakons are the immediate 
Cauſe of all Difeaſcs. Thus the venereal 
Poifon fixing on the Ducts of the urethral 
Glands, 1s the immediate Cauſe of that 
Diſorder called a Gonorrhæa, or Clap; the 
Rimvlating, corroſive Salts of which Poj- 
fon, galling and fretting thoſe and the ner- 
vous Parts, excite Heat of Urine and a 
Chordze, the almoſt inſeparable Symptoms 
of this Diſeaſe. But Nature, ever intent 
in removing from her the Cauſe of Pain and 
Difturbance, ſends a Flux of Humours to 
thoſe Parts to diſengage them from the 
Acrimony of the Virus, and waſh it away, 
and drain it off through the Urethra; and 
| therc= 


a and Symptoms. | 17 
therefore the Running produced from this 
Flux of Humours muſt be looked on as a 
critical Diſcharge. 


Having accounted for the Operation of 
the venereal Poiſon, the Production of the 
Running, and that it is a critical Diſcharge, 
it remains now to prove that the Virus is 
carried off by the Running. We have been 
informed that the Cauſe of that Running is 
owing to a Fluxion of Humours, excited by 
the Irritation and Stimulus of the pocky 
Poiſon ; this Glut of Juices relaxing the ex- 
cretory Ducts of the urethral Glands, gives 
them a free Paſſage to the Virus, Part of 
which they diſſolve from Time to Time, 
and carry oft through the Urethra; and this 
continues ſo long, till the whole Poiſon is 
either waſhed away, or a Stop put to 
the Diſcharge by ſome Accident. The 
Contagion going off in this Manner, will 
be evident to every Perſon who makes 
uſe of my Method of Cure, which acts 
chiefly in ſcowering and cleanſing the uri- 
nary Paſſages, and expelling the Poiſon 
effectually by this Means; while all other 
Contriyances I ever yet heard of, conduce 
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either to dry up, repel, or drive the * 
Matter into the Blood. 


The Infection communicable from one 
Scx to the other, is a Demonſtration that 
the Medium which conveys the Poiſon, 
ſerves as a Vehicle to diſcharge it; and 
Boerhaave looked upon the Running as a 
Security againſt the worſt of Symptoms; 
which it could not be, if it did not drain off 
the venereal Taint. 


A Quotation in this Place from the great 
Boer hoave will ſet us in a clear Light, re- 
ſpecting this Opinion. He ſays, ſpeaking 
of the pocky Virus, iſt. It is a ſtimulat- 
ing Virulence which may infect the whole 
60 * 2d. Nevertheleſs, all that is diſ- 
charged in a Gonorrhea is not virulent, but 
« ag it were the Tears of Nature, to dilute 
ce and waſh away the malignant Matter; now 
te the whole Cure conſiſts always and only in 
« the Imitation of Nature, by fitting thoſe 
« Paſſages for a more ready Expurgation; for 
ce this Complaint being a true Catarrh, there 
eis no Neceſſity to diſturb the whole Body 
« by the Exhibition of I know not what Mer- 

curials; 
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cc curials; and I muſt confeſs, that I have 
te often reflected with Deteſtation on the in- 
« direct Practice of Surgeons who thus trou- 
ce ble Nature, whilſt all that is needful is the 
C Expultion of the infecting Matter from the 
&« Part affected. We may ſee that the firſt 
© Writers (for Inſtance, the great Fallopius } 
e haveopenly ſaid, if you would rightly treat 
*« a Gonorrhza, give place to Nature; for 
ce when it flows freely there is no Danger; 


* the whole Art conſiſts in expurging the in- 
* fected Matter, by procuring it a free Paſ- 


«* ſage through the dilated Veſſels. Let us 
ce therefore follow Nature as did the ancient 


% Phyſicians, who, when they ſaw venereal 


& Ulcers break out on the Body, aſſiſted Na- 
te ture by preſcribing Sudorifics ; which ne- 


cc vertheleſs are of no Uſe in a Gonorrhza. 
ee Our Indication then is the Expurgation of 
ce this Diſorder by the Flux; which is not 
ce all Virus, but the Vehicle through which 
ce jt is carried off; this ſhould be done in the 
* eafieſt Manner poſſible. If a Man diſcharge 
ce an Ounce of this Matter, not a thouſandih 


4 Part of this is wholly Poiſon; a very ſmall 


« Quantity of the Virus generally adheres to 


« it, and is thereby carried out of the Body. 
D 2 But 
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20 Cauſe and Symptoms, 
“But how is this Expurgation to be pro- 
et moted? 11ſt. Not by impelling the Poiſon 
« to any other Part of the Body; 2d, Nor 
e ought we to endeayour to promote a 
ce greater Flux of Matter for its Expulſion ; 
« zd. Nor muſt we ſeck any other Way 
&« for its Diſcharge. 4th. Our Buſineſs is 


to procure a ſufficient Quantity of thick 


« Matter, for then the Cure is eaſy: 5th. 
« Nor are we to admit a Thought of di- 
& miniſliing it, till that is clearly indicated 
% by the Appearances. 6th. It ought to 
« flow freely, and not return again to the 
e Place from whence it iſſued ; to this we 
& ſhould be very attentive, leſt it ſhould 
t recede through the Membrane of the 
« Urethra into the cellular Subſtance. Fur- 
cc ther, we ſhould be careful leſt the Matter 
« he retained. When we are ſound, ſcarce 
ce ten Drops a Day is ſecreted ; but when 
te the Lacunæ are excited by a virulent Sti- 
e mulus, two Ounces may be diſcharged 
«© ina Day. If this matter is retained, it 
cc becomes acrid, the Infection multiplied, 
« and the Diſcharge increaſed. It muſt 
& therefore be diſcharged; in this the whole 


Cure conliſts,—Is any Phyſician capable 
of attracting this Virulence from the 
Emitlſ- 
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« Emiſlaries of the Lacunæ, without this 
« Matter furniſhed by Nature; it is cer- 
« tainly not to be accompliſhed by any In- 
« jection yet known; for thereby, it is ra- 
« ther repelled ; Nature alone can effect it 
& by affording a competent Quantity of 
% Matter, which proceeding from within, 
« dilutes and waſhes away the poiſonous 
Stimulus. 


« 1ſt. We ought to be apprized how 


very ſmall the Quantity of this ſubtle 


« Poiſon is, that to ſtrongly contaminates 
« when firſt received, and that produces 
« ſuch bad Effects; for the ſmalleſt Parti- 
« cle, or Atom, inſinuating itſelf into the 
Urethra, generates this Diſeaſe. 


« 2d, We ſhould allo confider what is 
« the mucous Matter generated by the 
e glandular Fabric of the Lacunæ. That it 
* js a Vehicle, afforded by Nature for the 
« Diſcharge of this adhæſive Poiſon ; for as 
& ſoon as this is effected, it returns to its 
&© natural State and Quantity; nor can a 
„ Gonorrhza be cured till that is com- 
« pleated. If ſtopped by Aſtringents, the 


* Matter is retained, the Pænis feels heavy 
& and 
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22 Cauſe and Symptoms. 


« and uneaſy, Ulcers ariſe and the Diſorder i 
& js increaſed. Whatever, therefore, is pro- 1 
& poſed from Exficcation, is of no valuable 
* Conſequence z for if the leaſt Particle of 
« the Diſeaſe is retained, Matter will till 
ce continue to flow); as I have learned from 
% many Experiments. 


« 2d. We are allo to conſider, that by 
& how much more the Virulence abounds 
e above the Vehicle; by ſo much more 
« ſevere every Symptom will appear, both 
ce jn the Patient and in the ejected Matter; 
for when the Diſcharge is very yellow, 
« green, or bloody, the Virulence is great; 
de but when it is white (though in large 
e Quantity) without Pain, itching, or Heat 
Of Urine, the Malignancy is leſs, and 
& ſooner cured. It is worthy our Obſer- 
& vation, that Men who have been ire- 
& guently diſeaſed, are cured with greater 
« Difficulty; for in them this Diſcharge 
hardly ever ceaſes, although it is not yel- 
c low,, becauſe the dilated Orifices of the 
% Lacune are affected by a kind of habitual 
4e paralytical Diatheſis, by which a Cure 
becomes very Obſtinate.“ 
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HAN 3: 


The Methods of Cure conſidered. 


N ſpeaking of the Methods of Cure in 
common Uſe, I ſhall firſt mention that 
of bleeding, which by ſome Practitioners is 
thought to abate the Inflammation, &c. 
This I boldly affirm to be a pernicious Me- 
thod, being an Evacuation directly op- 
poſite to the Intentions of Nature, and 
if often repeated, is the moſt likely Means 
to pox the Patient that can be thought of, 
particularly if aſſiſted with ſtrong mercurial 
Purges. 


The celebrated Handles Words will 
convey my Opinion to the Reader ; “ As 


to bleeding in this Diſtemper, although 
once allowed of by ſome Phyficians, I hope 
I may have the liberty of other Authors, to 
diflent from a Cuſtom which | do not think 
good, without incurring the cenſure of He- 


terodoxy in Practice. It is not always run- 


ning with the Crowd that indicates a Man's 


being in the right, nor his being alone in 
any 


24 The Methods of Cure. 
any Hypotheſis, that proves him in th 
wrong.” 


The famous B/agny, Surgeon in ordinary 
to the French King, in his Obſervations 
on this Diſeaſe, ſays, Sect. II. Chap. II. 
cc Some Practitioners, whoſe Method we 
muſt by no means follow, ever begin the 
Cure with blecding in the Arm, by which 

" Means the venereal Matter will be attracted 
or driven more inwardly into the Body, and 
therefore you muſt by conſequence ſuſpect it 
as dangerous, Others bleed boldly in the 
Foot, which alſo has the ſame Effect, or 
Precipitates the Matter by Defluction into 
the Teſticles; for which Reaſons, you ought 
to abſtain from bleeding in either Part, &c. 
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Dr. Cockburn has theſe Words on bleed- 
Ing: © The Error in bleeding to abate the 
Inflammation has been very unhappy ; for 
that Practice has not only failed the Phyſi- 
cians, but it has ſometimes brought in the 
Pox, as ſome, of themſelves, have confeſſed. 
More of theſe Miſtakes are often hid from 
them, and more luckily from their Patients.” 
Again he ſays, 


© 


-s — 
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& Belides, 
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* Beſides, ſome Phyſicians have found 
that the Pox has often enſued after bleed- 
ing. The Reaſon of this Obſervation may 
be made appear from the Doctrine of Revul- 
ſion by bleeding, anciently acknowledged, 
and excellently well accounted for by the 
great Doctrine of the Circulation of the 


Blood.“ 


Joannes Benedictus, a German, who wrote 
on the Venereal Diſeaſe, Anno 1550, ſays 
blood-letting was dangerous. 


Joannes Paſchalis, a Swede, Anno 1594. 
gives his Opinion that bleeding was bad, 
and mult not be ventured on. 


| Leonardus Botallus, of Ehe, Anno 15065, 


3 condemns bleeding. 


Coradinus Gilimus, Anno 1497, ſays he 


| has known many in this Diſeaſe who have 


been much the worſe for bleeding. 


I come next to conſider the Effects of 
ſtrong Purges for the Cure of venereal In- 
fections, which I do boldly affirm to be 
Male- practice. Long Experience in an al- 
molt incredible Number of Cafes has tho- 
roughly proved to me that purging in a Clap 
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Kind, are hot, acrid and pungent ; thoſe 
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is no more a certain Remedy than Saliva- 
tion alone is in a Pox; that both are deſtruc- 
tive to the human Conſtitution, and that a 


compleat Cure may be had for each Ailment 
without recourſe to the one or the other; 


if we enquire into the Nature of Purges, 


and the Manner of their Operation, we 
ſhall find that all Cathartics of the vegetable I 


of the mineral, ſharp and corroſive ; that 
both act by a Stimulus irritating the Fibres 
of the Inteſlines, and excites them to diſ- 
charge their Contents ; and unleſs the Purge 
is very ſtrong, it runs off in thoſe Evacua- 
tions, and the Jumble ceaſes ; but if it lays 
firſt hold of the inteſtinal Glands, and cor- 
rodes their Ducts, Juices are turned off that 
ſhould ſupply other Secretions, which will 
certainly embarraſs the animal Occonomy ; 
for the Increaſe of one Evacuation is the 
Diminution of another, and a Deficiency of 
Humours in any particular Part muſt be 
injurious; and this is ſo conſpicuous, that 
if any clap'd Man will but give himfelf the 
Trouble to obſerve, he will find that the 
Day he takes Phyſic, the Heat of Urine 
and Chordee will be much increaſed; for 

Purging 
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Purging leſſening the Quantity of Urine, 


hinders the venereal Salts from being waſh'd 
off and diſſolved ſo plentifully as they would, 
which makes their Combinations ſtronger, 
and gives them more Power to be trouble- 
ſome. I have ſeen many Inſtances where a 
mild Clap has been treated with violent 
Purgatives, and the Symptoms have abated, 
conſequently the Patient deemed well; but 
after a few Monche, a Shanker or Bubo 
appeared, which are the ſure Marks of a 
confirmed Pox. This is the grand Ob- 
jection I have to Cathartics, as they cer- 
tainly drive the Humours toward the Cen- 
tre, and conſequently cauſe an Abſorption 
of the venereal Poiſon into the Blood ; for 
if we allow the Matter in a Clap to be im- 
pregnated with the Virus (as that is beyond 
all Doubt) is it not a prepotterous thing to 
purge ? Since Purging apparently abates the 
Running, and diverts it from the Channel 
where it would go off with Safety, to Places 
ever attended with Danger. Dr. Boerhaave 
orders great Moderation to be obſerved in 
the giving Cathartics ; as he obſerves the 
Body (when too much purged) 1s deprived 


of its Nouriſhment, the Veſlels are too 
E 2 much 
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much dilated and dibilitated; and if this 
Evacuation is continued to Exceſs, all the 
 Humours of the Body may be diſcharged. 
That purging and mercurial Diſcharges have 
a Power to divert the Virulency from a 
Place where it fixes on (is well known to 
every Phyſician and Surgeon) and ſeduce it 
into the Blood; therefore is it not reaſona- 
ble to believe, that thoſe Remedies will 
have the fame Effect when given in a Clap, 
and drive the Contagion into the Habit ? 
for the Laws of Nature are inviolable with 
regard tothe Operation of Medicines, which 
anſwer their Ends conſtantly by the Effects, 
let the Intention of the Preſcriber be what 
it will: But admitting the Infection may be 


carried off in Evacuations by Stool, has not 


the Virus infinitely more Chances to vitiate 
the Juices this way, and make the Cure 
much more tedious, than if at Liberty to 
paſs through the Urethra, the Channel ap- 
pointed by Nature for its Expulſion? More- 
over, I don't know any thing more deſtruc- 
tive to the Conſtitution than Purging, par- 
ticularly as it is uſually inſiſted on in the 
Cure of a Clap.— It cauſes Sickneſs, hurts 
the Stomach, impairs the Strength, lays the 

Foun- 
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Foundation for Gleets and feminal Weak- 
neſs, ſteals the Juices off in colliquative 
Fluxes, eſpecially in delicate and hectic Ha- 
bits, and induces a Lentor into the Blood 
of the moſt robuſt and beſt Conſtitutions, 
which diſpoſes them to Fevers and many 
other Diſorders; I can with Truth aſſert, 
that I have known theſe, and many other 
Miſchiefs, ariſe from Purging, and am cer- 
tain that Numbers have been undone by it. 
But the Opinions of ſeveral eminent Writers 
will have much more Authority to depre- 
ciate their Reputation in the World than 
any thing I can ſay to their Prejucice, if I 
can ſhew from them that they condemn 
their Ule. 


& As old an Author as Calns Aurelianus 
e finds fault with Purges, by obſerving they 
« hurt the Stomach, and deſtroy the ner- 
vous Syſtem ; that they are of poiſonous 
„ Qualities, and waſte and conſume the 
& Conſtitution. 


& Reverizs takes Notice, that in Purging, 
c the Patient ſhould be {tout and robuſt, 
e at leaſt of middling Strength; for the 
"weak and lax Habits eaſily melt away. 


& The 
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The great Boerhaave ſays, © I never re- 


s collect, without the greateſt Anxiety, the 
« fatal Trials I have made of Cathartics, 


« and the Number of Patients I loſt in my 
« firſt Practice by thoſe Methods“. 


That excellent practical Phyſician, Dr. 
Thomas Sydenham, obſerves, that © purging 
* Medicines have ſomething poiſonous in 


c their Nature.” 


Mr. Jaines Handley, Surgeon, well known 
for his valuable Works, lays, „Strong 
« Purging in this Malady (as is now the 
«© common Method) is certainly male-prac- 
* tice, ſuch Purges not being capable either 
© to eradicate the Infection, or to abate its 
« Virulency, becauſe the Venom lies quite 
te out of the Way of ſuch Operations, and 
« inſtead of Help, does Miſchief, by weak- 


„ ening che Solids,” Sc. 


The Opinion of Dr. Daniel Turner, of 
the College of Phyſicians in London, re- 


ſpecting purging Remedies. 


] can by no Means allow of that con- 
ce tinued ſtrong Purgation fo cuſtomarily 


& uſed with a Debgn ſaf ſecuring their Pa- 
ce tients 


The Methods of Cure. | 


« tients from the ill Conſequences of the 
Infection, or changing the firſt into the 
« ſecond, which I am ſatisfied has brought 
« on many obſtinate Gleets, much harder 
«© to cure than the Pox itſelf.“ 


He has alſo recommended the Words of 
Dr. Quinſey, as well worth the Remem- 
brance of every Practitioner, v2. © That 
* the common Practice by violent Purga- 
„ tions, as well as Mercurials, are mif- 
% chievous, in ſo much as under a Pretence 
* of eradicating Malignities, they ſo weak- 
« en the Parts, that it becomes difficult to 
* reſtore them to their proper tone again.” 


Dr. Cockburn ſays, © The eſſential Qua- 
* lity of purging Medicines by which they 
* are diſtinguiſhed from all other, is their 
e ſtimulating Power, with which ſome of 
* them are induced to a very great and un- 


«« determined Degree. Now if any of theſe 


© Medicines (the mare ſtimulating eſpe- 
* cially) are adminiſtered in the Cure of a 
* Gonorrhza, they often produce an In- 
« flammation in ſome Part; and even mo- 


* derate purgative Medicines, or ſuch as 
c have 
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« have a Stimulus to a moderate Degree, 
te being given when the Parts are already 
“ inflamed : In either of theſe Caſes, the 
« inflamed Parts become thicker, and their 
liquor paſs through them more {lowly, 
* and thus occaſion a Swelling of the Te- 
e ſticles, the Urethra being inflamed by 
c purging Medicines ; or when the Urethra 
e js already inflamed by the Corruption of 
c the Gonorrhza ; becauſe if either the U- 
© rethra itſelf is thicker, or the Coats of the 
« Lacunz are ſtraighter, in that caſe the 
ce Orifices of theſe Dus become ſtraighter, 
ce and the free Diſcharge of their Liquor is 
e impeded ; and therefore the Liquor it- 
« ſelf being pent up in its Ducts, ſwells 
% them; they comprefling the next Lacu- 
«© nz, interrupt the Liquor in them, and fo 
* on by the Vaſa Deferentia, which are 
« ſwelled to the Teſticle itſelf and likewiſe 
« ſwell the Blood-veſſols, and other Veſſels 
c that are commonly found in the Teſticles. 
« Now as this is what is only neceſſary to 
* produce a Swelling in the Teſticles, it 1s 


© now manifeſt how purging Medicines 


{© produce the Swelling, as alſo which of all 
te that Tribe moſt readily produce that Ef- 


ce fect. 
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Lauraniins Phryſius, of Metz, who wrote 
in the Year 1532,—Adviles (by all n 
very gentle Purging. 
Gulielmus Rondeletrus, of Montpelier, who 


wrote Anno 1560.—Orders the moſt gentle 
Purges. 


Dionyſius Fontanonus, of Montpeher, who 
wrote on this Diſeaſe in the Year 1540.— 
Recommends the moſt gentle Remedies, 
and condemns ftrong Purging, 


— 


CHAT 


The Effects of Mercury conſidered. 


Come now to conſider the Effects of 

Mercury on the Conſtitution, which 
cvery judicious and honeſt Man muſt ad- 
mit has for Years paſt been the greateſt 
Bane to Mankind of any one Medicine in 
the whole Materia-Medica.—Nevertheleſs, 
I would not have it imagined that I mean 
to expunge it out of Practice; far be it 
from me; on the other hand, I am ſenſible 
it is a noble Medicine, and will do more 
than is in the Power of any other; but, as 
F too 
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too often it 1s the Caſe, that the greateſt 
Helps prove the greateſt Miſchiefs through 
Miſmanagement ; ſo it is with Mercury: 
For I aver, that indiſcriminately given, as 
that Medicine now Is, it is of much worſe 
Conſequence than the Diſeaſe itſelf, The 
ancient Paylicians never gave it but with 
the greateſt Caution, and then it was in old 
and confirmed Caſes, and where all other 
Means had failed; and indeed there were 
ſome that never depended on it for an ab- 
ſolute Cure. In ſhort, whatever is the Uſe 
of it in a confirmed Pox, it certainly ought 
never to be given in a Clap; and this is 
acknowledged by all Phyſicians and Sur- 
geons that have taken Pains to be thorough- 
ly acquainted with this Diforder ; yet, 
ſtrange as it muſt feem, Mercury alone is 
given the Patients nine times out of ten ; 
and becauſe it is the modern Cuſtom, there- 
fore looked on as the Sheet Anchor in the 
moſt violent Complaints. And what is 
ſtill more ſtrange, is the too often flying to 
that Medicine, to remedy the very Evil it 
has juſt brought on, as I have too often ſeen 


in Caſes where violent Inflammations have 
| ſeized 
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ſeized the Part with Chordees, Sc. occa- 
fioned by giving Quantities of Mercury. 


I hope the Sentiments of the following 
Authors, both ancient and modern, will at 
leaſt prove I am nat alone in this Opinion, 


De Blegny is of Opinion the Diſcaſe may 
be cured by eaſy Means without Mercury, 
But ſee his own Words: 


This diſeaſe may be taken off by pure 
Nature, and cured by very ſimple and eaſy 
Means, without obliging the Patients to a 
cloſe Confinement and nice Regimen. But 
ſome ignorant, cunning and ambitious Men, 
are far from granting that it can be cured 
by the mere Efforts of Nature; neither will 
they acknowledge that ſometimes it may be 
very eaſily cured by Art: For ſome Phy- 
ſicians are intirely devoted to common Ex- 
perience and their own Practice, and Chi- 
rurgeons have ſuch a Regard to their own 
Reputation, that they never dare to pro- 
poſe other Means of Cure than ſuch as are 
uſual, leſt they be damned by others who 


know not their Effects and Virtue, In one 
I 2 Word, 


105 
* 
1 
4 
9 
* 5 
1 4 
* 
£7 
2 
a 
"Y 
c 
* 


r 2 = A 3 ” N " 
* : . RH oro ow R 
— — ꝗ ² ꝶ— — — 
— —ñ—é— ” _ — — 


* * * * . - 
TORIES DS Inno 0% NS Por Ab 
— hd - D rr cm — 


36 Effects of Mercury. 
Word, both conſult their private Intereſt ſo 
much, that they will not preſcribe a Re- 
medy, though never ſo cheap, which doth 
not cure but after a conſiderable Time, long 
Confinement, and a ſtrict Regimen. Theſe 


are the Men who aſſure their Patients, that 


they cannot be cured but by Mercury, 
though their diſtemper be the very ſame 
whereof I now treat ; and thus the fick 
Perſun muſt be unneceſſarily fluxed. 


Jacobus Cataneus of Genoa, who wrote 
in the Year 1516, obſerves, that Digſcorides 
fays, Mercury kills by its Weight, often 
burſting the Inteſtines. 


Pliny too calls it a Poiſon; it is alſo con- 
demned by many ancient Authors, becauſe it 
hurts the Nerves and Joints, producing Pal- 
ſies and Tremours. 


Nicolaus Poll, Anno 15 36, gives us an 


Account of three thouſand Spaniards being 
cured without Mercury. 


Petrus Andreus Matthiolus, of Sienna, 
who wrote in the Year 1536; orders great 


Care in the Uſe of * 
U 
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Utrichus de Hutten, a German, who 
wrote in the Year 1519, ſpeaking of him- 
ſelf, ſays, for my own Part, I ſtruggled 
with the Venereal Diſeaſe for nine whole 
Years, in which Time I underwent eleven 


Salivations without Succeſs, but was after- 
wards cured by other Methods. This old 
Author is ſtrongly recommended by Dr. 


Boerhaave. 


Wendelinus hoc de Brackenaw, Anno 1 $14, 
orders the greateſt Caution in the Uſe of 


Mercury. 


Joannes Baptiſia Montanus, of Verona, 
who wrote his Diſcourſe on the Venereal 
Diſeaſe in the Year 1550; an Author in 
great Eſteem among the Antients; his 
Words are, ſpeaking of Mercury, © As 
for Mercury, it indeed repreſſes the Diſ- 
eaſe, but it returns after with greater Vio- 
lence than ever; though ſometimes it will 
lie ſmothered for ſeveral Months, nay for 
four, or even ſix Vears. Beſides, Mercury 
always effects the principal Parts; it occa- 
ſions Palſies, Tremours and Stupors; and 
knew one who upon its Uſe became Epi- 
leptic. Beſides, Mercury ſo ſpoils the Com- 

plexion, 
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plexion, that the Skin never afterwards re- 
covers its former Colour. 


Proſperous Borgarutius, of Padua, Anno 
1566, ſpeaking of the ill Effects of Mer- 
cury, ſays; © By the immoderate Uſe of 
Mercury, the Organs of Generation are fo 
affected, that the Patient often loſes his 
prolific Faculty : This I have known hap- 
pen to infinite Numbers of both Sexes, 


Joannes Fernelins, of Amiens, in the 
Year 1555, wrote his Diſcourſe on this 
Diſorder, where he obſerves that Mercury 
has very bad Effects on the Nerves and 


Joints. 


Benedictus Viclorius, of Faenza, Anno 
155 1, tells us to take great Care in the 
Uſe of Mercury. 


Antoninus Fracantianus, of Vicentia, Ann. 
1564, orders the greateſt Caution in the 
Ute of Mercury. 


Dr. Harvey, among the Cauſes of the 
Scurvy, reckons the taking mercurial Pre- 
parations, or uſing them externally. 


Dr. 
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Dr. Huxham ſays, A long or large Uſe 


of Mercury will turn the whole Maſs of 
Blood into a mere watery Colluvies.“ 


Mr. Abraham Gordon, Surgeon-Major to 
the third Regiment of Foot, in his Letter 
to the Phyſicians of London, relative to a 
Preparation of Mercury, fays, „Before 1 
conclude, I muſt obſerve, that neither I, 
nor any of the regimental Surgeons who 
uſe the Medicine at the ſame Time with 
me, have ever conlidered it as a proper 
Cure for a Gonorrhæa Virulenta ; always 
underſtanding by the Term Lues Venerea, 
a confirmed Pox ; without comprehending 
the virulent Running, which, if not at- 
tended with other Symptoms, is cured wich- 
out any Mercury at all.” 


Boerhaave, after recommending the moſt 
gentle Methods, ſays, Away then with 
Mercurials and ſtrong Lixiviums ; for by 
their Uſe I have ſeen twenty Inſtances 
where a good Gonorrhza has terminated in 
the worſt Inflammation and Priapiſm in the 
Space of twenty-four Hours,” 


And 
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And again he fays (ſpeaking of giving 
ſome gentle Purgatives) “ do not men- 
tion Mercury, becauſe I never permit that 
Medicine to enter into the Body, unleſs the 
Cure does not yield to other Remedies ; 
1ſt. Becauſe it has ſomething fo incorri- 
gible, that it almoſt always leaves ſome ſad 
Remains of itſelf in our Fibres, where our 
greateſt Vigour lies; and thus brings on 
untimely old Age; and as the mildeſt Me- 
dicines ought always to be exhibited where 
the Diſeaſe is light, ſo Mercurials ſhould 


not be preſcribed in a Gonorrhæa. 


Aſtruc's Opinion of Mercury. 


cc Says, Mercurial Preparations by the 
Acid Spicula, wherewith they are ſtuck 
round, twitch and vellicate the Parts of the 
Stomach, and thereby injure and weaken 
it. For which Reaſon, ſuch Perſons as 
have been long accuſtomed to the Uſe of 
Internal Mercurial Medicines, are general- 
ly ſubject to Diſorders in their Stomachs. 


© Becauſe from the Doſe that is given, 


the Particles of Mercurial Medicines in- 
wardly, 


CY 
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wardly taken, muſt be thrown into the Blood 
through the Mouths of the Lacteal Veſſels, 
in a very ſmall Quantity. As therefore it 
from - hence appears, that the Stomach, 
Lungs, and other Viſcera, may be injured 
by Mercurial Preparations, inwardly taken, 
and that their Uſe is never abſolutely fafe : 
So neither are they ever able perfectly to 
correct the Blood, nor expel! the Poiſon, 
when deeply rooted, nor conſæquently Cure 
an inveterate Caſe of the Venereal Diſeaſe. 


—_— — 


— 


CHAP 


HEREIN the ill Conſequences of 

Injections and Aſtringent Medi- 
eines are conſidered, and endeavoured to be 
reaſonably accounted for. 


The ill Conſequence of Injections, Sc. conſidered, 


I have ſeen the moſt unhappy Conſequences 
attend the Practice by Injections. The Go- 
norrhza indeed is thereby ſuon ſuppreſſed, 
but that is only done by inducing an &ſchar 
on the Orifice of the Lacunæ; whence the 
Flux of that Matter is impeded, which is 

| G the 
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the Vehicle for diſcharging the Venereal 
Virus. Under theſe Cruſtaceous Eſchars, 
Ulcers are generated. I have frequently ob- 
ſerved, that all thoſe that are Aſtringent, 
Corroſive, or Conſuming, are equally Per- 
nicious here, as fatal Experience has often 
taught: for the ſame Reaſon, Corroborants 
ma be avoided, becauſe thereby the Ori- 
fices are diminiſhed from a Conſtriction 
of their Fibres ; on this Account Alum is 
to be rejected; the L:f: or Saceh Saturni 
diffolved in Water (by way of Injection) 
conſtitutes almoſt every Arcanum, and are 
in general Uſe : Vitriolum Martis, and Vi- 
triolum Cupri, are however the Principal. 
To them we may add Mineral Chalybeats, 
called Acidulæ, of which the German Spa, 
and Tornnelet, are the moſt famous; in 
theſe the Vitriol of Iron abounds ; others 
make Tinctares by infuſing Balſam Capivi, 
Baliam Peru, Myrrh, Maſtic Olibanum, 
with Saftron, &c. in Spirits of Wine: With 
this, diluted, they waſh the affected Parts, 
by which the Flux is diminiſhed, but the 
Diſorder increaſed, for which cauſe, Boer- 
haave ſays, ſpeaking of Injections and Aſtrin- 
gent Medicines . Theſe things were rejected 
by the ancient Phyſicians, to whom they 
were 
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„ were as well known, as they are to the 
% Moderns. Many uſe Decoctions made of 
« the moſt Aſtringent Materials, as Cinque 
« Foil, Tormentil Root, ſharp pointed 
« Dock, and Rhubarb itſelf, (which being 
e mixed with Honey of Roſes is uſed n In- 
e jections) but as they are mixed with a 
« large Quantity of Honey and Water, 
« relax more than Aſtringe; all theſe Things 
6] reject. 


c We have before remarked, what was 
ce obſerved by ſome of the antient Writers, 
ec that Perſons in the Pox, on whom a Go- 
© norrhza broke out, were thereby cured of 
« the Lues. This new Appearance, they 
ce did not at firſt know how to cure, as we 
« are told by Antonius Braſſavolus, who 
6 alfo calls the Gonorrhæa, a Lues Yenerea ; 
« and Alexander Petronius, a moſt {ſkilful 
and eminent Talian Phyſician, ſays, that 
« Gonorrhæa let alone, cures itſelf, if 
© not interrupted by contrary Medicines ; 
e eſpecially when unaccompanied by the 
« Appearances which indicate great Malig- 
© nancy, as yellow or brown Matter, Pain, 
„Heat, Sc. from all which it is evident 
«*« that Aſtringents act in a Manner directly 

G 2 op- 
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% oppoſite to the Deſign of Nature, I 
© would now aſk, how any one dares pre- 
« ſame {after Nature has produced this Sa- 
lutary Diſcharge, in order to prevent its 
% accets into the Body) to ſuppreſs it, by 
e conſtringing the Paſſages through which 
« it flows?” Dr. Arjruc allo rejects the 
Practice by Injections. 


N 


6 


Dr. Cockburn's Opinion, ſpeaking of Aſtrin- 
gent Medicines. 


* It is manifeſt that the corrupted Runs 
ning receiving a Check, from Aſtringent 
Medicines, will flow into the Blood, poi- 
ſon it, and produce the Lues, with Symp- 
toms of different Degrees of Malignity, as 
the Stoppage 1s carly, total, or in Part; 
— 88 Difference of a Partial and Total 
Stoppage is ſo conſiderable, that Misfor- 
is tunes of the firſt Kind are Twenty-times 
| more eaſily retrieved, than of the laſt, 
when there is a total Stoppage, and Sup- 
preſſion of the corrupted Matter. 


Dr. Paxton ſays, That the Running be- 
ing ſtopt by any Means whatever, the Blood 


ſoon becomes puiſoned, as evidently appears 
a 
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The ill Conſequence of Injeftions. 45 
by the Variety of ſucceeding Symptoms, 
which will ſooner, or later, break out in 
very different Forms. 


De Blegny, mentioning the Care which 
ought to be uſed in treating Venereal Diſ- 
eaſes, ſays, No body can be Ignorant. 
how important it is, that theſe Diſtempers 
ſhould be treated with the greateſt Circum- 
ſpection; becauſe in Men, the Fibres of the 


delicate Membrane, at the Extremity of the 


Urethra, which ſerves to obſtruct an Invo- 
luntary Loſs of the Semen, are ſometimes 
cut and corroded, either by the Acrimonious 
Matter of the Flux, or by the Violence of 
thoſe Medicines, which Ignorant Practi- 
tioners uſe in their Injections. Beſides, 
an unreaſonable Stop being put to the fluent 


Matter, muſt neceflarily cauſe a Pox or a 


Bubo, or at leaſt fall upon the Teſticles, 
from which it is not caſily taken off. Theſe 


Obſervations are widely different from thoſe 


of Quacks and Empyricks, who having 
their Deſigns calculated ſolely for their pri- 
vate Intereſt, never inform their Patients of 
thoſe Things I have juſt now mentioned, 
knowing them to be directly contrary to 


thoſe pernicious Maxims which they im- 


poſe 
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impoſe upon the Eaſy and Credulous. This 


Author further ſays, ſpeaking of Venereal 
Bubos, after obſerving that Care ſhould be 


taken to bring forth the Matter, to di- 
geſt and thorougly cleanſe them, There 
are nevertheleſs a Sort of Men, who to 
obtain a Name, though by the moſt indi- 
rect and unuſual Means, have had the Impu- 
dence to aflirm that there is no Neceſſi- 
ty to open ſuch Tumours. It were to be 
wiſhed, that Patients were well informed 
of the Certainty of this Truth, that they 
may avoid and diſcourage ſuch a damna- 
ble Practice and Knavery, 


Phyſicians and Surgeons mult take Care 
to inform the World, that the greateſt, the 
fateſt, and leaſt known of all the Secrets of 
the Art of curing Venereal Diſeaſes, is a 
right Uſe of the Materia Medica, from 
which, joined with Experience, a Method 
both juſtifyable and ſucceſsful may be intro- 
daced. But this is to be expected only 
from Men of Knowledge, Experience and 
Diſcretion ; for in Phyſic, as in all other 
liberal Arts, Theory muſt lead us to the 
Practice, and we may make many Experi- 
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ments to no Purpoſe, if we know not how 
to improve them. 


The Learned Sydenham, has endeavoured 


to ſet us ina clear Light reſpecting what kind | 
of Remedies we are to hope a Cure from. 


This Gentleman wrote his Letter 'on 
the Venereal Diſeaſe about the Year 1680, 
wherein he tells us of the ſhocking Effects of 
it; before the Gonorrhæa, or Running firſt ap- 
peared: his words are, When a Perſon was 
ſeized with this Diſorder, it preſently con- 
taminated their whole Maſs of Blood, with 
dreadful Pains in the Head and Limbs, and 
ſhewed itſelf in Ulcers in various Parts, and 
that if it had continued with the ſame Ce- 
lerity, it would have deſtroyed Mankind in a 
few Ages:” and alſo informs us, that it was 
2 hundred Years before that Time that the 
Running firſt appeared ; therefore it is now 
about 183 Years fince its firſt Appearance. 
Nature, being always Induſtrious to dif 
charge what is hurtful to the Habit of the 
Body, produced the Gonorrhea, or Running, 
as an Outlet, to carry off the Venereal Poi - 
ſon; which ſo well anſwered her Intentions, 
that it checked its deſtructive Career, and 
obliged it to put on a milder Countenance. 

Now 
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48 De il Conſequence of Injections. 
Now as it plainly appears, how dreadfully this 
Diſeaſe afflicted Mankind, by the firſt Infec- 
tion, being generally mortal, till this favour- 
able and happy Symptom came to their Re- 
lief. Then muſt it not ſeem ſtrange, and one 
would imagine impoſlible, for Remedies to 
creep into general Practice, directly repug- 
nant to this ſeaſonable Relief. It is evident 
Nature has pointed out the Cure, and it is 


the Bufineſs of every Practitioner to aſſiſt 


her in her Efforts. 


The inſerting more Quotations, and the 
enlarging on the ill Conſequence of Aſtrin- 
gent Remedies, that is, on the Means that 
repell the Venereal Poiſon into the Blood, 
whether by Medicines, Injections, Sc. 
would Anſwer no other Purpoſe that ſwell- 
ing the Diſcourſe, and ingroſſing the Rea- 
der's Time. Therefore to avoid an Imputa- 
tion of that Nature, let it ſuffice to ſay, ſuch 
Methods are neither warrantable to God or 
Man, being the moſt certain Means to de- 
ſtroy the Patient's future Happineſs, which 
indeed muſt be obvious to all (even the 
meaneſt Capacity) to be Male Practice. 


Now 
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On Diuretic Medicines. 49 


Now after conſidering the real Effects of 
the Methods in general Uſe, I mean Bleed- 
ing, ſtrong Purging, Mercurial Medicines, 
Aſtringents, Injections, Fc. I come now 
in the following Chapter, to examine whe- 
ther Diuretic Medicines are not much pre- 
ferable in the Cure of che Venereal Diſ- 


eaſe. 


» * 
— 


CHAP. vl 


ONTAINS an Account of Di- 
i vretic Medicines, with the Author's 
N Reaſons for prefering them to all other 

Means ever yet introduced in Pract ce; 
et they, and they only, act agreeable 
to the Intentions of Nature, by aſſiſting her 
to diſcharge the Venereal Virus before any 


other Part of the Body is injured. 


The Operation of Diuretics explained. 


Diuretics are Medicines that dilute and 
attenuate the Blood and other Juices, diſpo- 
ſing their more ſerous, and humid Parts, to go 


off in greater Quantities, through the Uri- 


nary Paſſages, and alſo to carry along with 
H them 
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them the Dregs and Impurities of tho ſe 
Fluids, as there are different Degrees of 
Strength in Purges. Diuretics likewiſe have 
ſeveral Gradations; and both from the moſt 
gentle Stimulus, may be increaſed to the 
Violence of a Cauſtic : hence appears the 
Neceſſity of being well acquainted with 
their Nature and Manner of Operation, 
left what is given to abate an Inflammation, 
{hou}! be the Means of increafing it. — 
'he Diuretics proper on this Occaſion, are 
of a Texture ſo looſe and diſſolute, that 
they mix molt intimately with the Blood; 
and the Uſe of them for a little Time, ſo ſa- 
turates the whole Maſs, that if any Taint 
or Contagion has infected the Juices, or lies 
there lurking in the ſmall Veſſels, they im- 
mediately cauſe a Diſſolution of their Viru- 
lence, and freeing them from their Viſcidi- 
ties, carry their Impurities off by gently pro- 
moting Urine, and moderately Increaſing 


the perſpirable Diſcharge. 


The Famous De Blegny ſays, There is 
nothing more certain, than that Diuretics 
are ſo liquid and penetrating, that they 


may be communicated to the Maſs of 
| Blood, 
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Blood, be impregnated with the Humours 
they find in it, convey them off the Body, 
and precipitate them with the Urine. 


Again he ſays, As to the Nature of 
the Remedies to be employed, it deſerves to 
be conſidered, that the Inflammation of the 
Parts affected in a Gonorrhæa, can never be 
more effectually taken off, than by Medicines 
which may reach the Bladder; and that the 
Impurity cannot be more directly and effec- 
tually thrown out, than by thoſe Ways by 
which it was communicated. He after- 
wards obſerves, that very gentle Purgatives 
are ſometimes neceſſary to be added to the 
Diuretics. Then he adds, that ſuch gentle 
Methods are the only ſafe Cure, without 
being under a Neceſſity of uſing Mercury, 
which moſt Surgeons ignorantly give their 
Patients, either with their Purgatives or 
ſome other way. 


We have ſeen the Words of the great 
Boerhaave, reſpecting the Nature of this 
Diſeaſe and Method of Cure, in the paſt 
Chapters of this Diſcourſe; an Author, who 
is allowed to far exceed all others in his Deſ- 

H 2 crip- 
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criptions of this Diſeaſe; an Author, ever 
valuable, not only for being a great Maſter 
in his Profefſion, (whoſe words are ſtandards 
for Medicinal Rules) but for his clear Ap- 
pearance of Honeſty and found Judgment, 
which ſhine through all his works, not being 
calculated for private Purpoſes, or to ſerve 
any particular Claſs. On the contrary, the 
good cf Mankind plainly appears to be the 
ſole Motive for the Pains and Labour he 


continually went through. 


It is a Fact not to be diſputed, that no 
one Diſorder which the human Body is 
liable too, has been treated on by ſuch an 
infinite Number of Authors ; nor is there 
any Diſeaſe that Opinions ſo evidently differ 
in. Mercury was found ſerviceable, and 
often cured in deſperate Caſes : But when 


introduced into frequent Practice on the 
other Hand, often was attended with the moſt 


fatal Conſequences ; we have ſeen that the 

moſt antient Phyſicians either condemn its 
Uſe, or order the greateſt Caution therein : 
in ſhort, they found the bad Effects, from 
bringing it into common Practice. 


But 
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But it is apparent, ſucceeding Practition- 
ers either leſs regarded their Patients future 
welfare, or were too negligent to give 
themſelves the Trouble to ſeek after eaſier 
Remedies. Mercury ſoon became the 
Grand Medicine; as with that Meſſenger, 
they were ſure to have ſome Buſineſs done; 
either the Diſeaſe in Part, or wholly ſub- 
dued, or (which is oftner the Caſe) both 
Conſtitution and Diſeaſe fall Victims toge- 
ther ; but a ſtill worſe Obſervation to make 
(and is what every honeſt Man will allow) 
is, that frequently after violent Salivations, 
where the Patient has been emaciated to a 
mere Skeleton, and has been deemed, cured ; 
no ſooner has he recovered his former 
Strength and Fleſh, than the Symptoms of 
the Pox have returned. However, I once 


| more muſt beg leave to obſerve, that I do not 


mean to reject its Uſe in all Caſes of the 
Venereal Diſeaſe, any more than in other 
Maladies incident to the Human Species. 
This I affirm, that it is not required once in 
twenty-times where it is uſed. I was in 
Company the other Day with a very emi- 
nent Practical Phyſician, who was fully of 
Opinion, that Mercury being known by 

ths 
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the Vulgar, occaſioned its being of much 
more Hurt than Benefit to Mankind. This 
T have long been convinced of reſpecting 
Venereal Caſes, having had ocular Demon- 
ſtration of the moſt ſMocking Objects ruined 
and ſpoiled by having the Blood loaded with 
that Medicine; and this in the moſt ſimple 
Caſes, which would have yielded to a few 
Doſes of Manna and Salts, particularly if aſ- 
fiſted with a Decoction of Marſh Mallows, 
or any emollient Diuretic Draughts.—After 
all, it is evident to any unprejudiced Reader, 
that a Method has been handed down from 
ſome violent Practitioners, that has now 
crept into general Vogue; with this Maxim, 
that Venereal Diſorders cannot be cured 
without Mercury. You have before heard 
the Opinion of the greateſt Authors on this 
Subject. I ſhall quote the famous Blegney's 
Sentiments reſpecting the common Treat- 
ment Patients ſuffer. 


He writes thus: After mentioning the 
Advantage of eaſy and mild Remedies, 
Seeing then we may become ſucceſsful, 
and procure ſuch conſiderable Advantages 
by a ſage and judicious Conduct, by thoſe 

| who 
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who apply themſelves, particularly to Ve- 
nereal Diſeaſes, ought never to deny their 
Patients the Satisfaction of knowing the 
certain event of their Diſtempers, which 
are more or leſs eaſy to be cured according 
to their Degrees, and ſometimes of that Na- 
ture, that they cannot be neglected without 
expoling the Patients to the greateſt danger. 
Thus, by duly conſidering the Pox, they 
will be thoroughly convinced that it is ow- 
ing to a Fermentation that has not continued 
long, and that the Inci-aſe of it mult ter- 
minate in a more dangerous State; that the 
Symptoms of the ſecond Degree are only 
the Effects of a ſubtil Matter, not yet dif- 
poſed to adhere to any particular Part; that 
the Motion of the circulating Blood may be 
augmented by Nature only, or ſuch internal 
Sudorifics, as are proper to facilitate the Se- 
paration of the Impurity that is then mixed 
with the Hemogeneous Parts of the Blood, 
thatſtrong and often repeated Purgative Me- 


dicines may excite a Precipitation of the Ve- 


nereal Matter. A Pox may be taken off by 
pure Natute, and cured by very ſimple and 
caſy Means, without obliging the Patients to 


cloſe Conſinement and nice Regimen. 
Put 
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But ſome ignorant, cunning, and am- 
bitious Men, are far from granting, that a 
Pox can be cured by the Efforts of Nature; 
neither will they acknowledge, that ſome- 
times it may be very eafily cured by Art. 
For, fome Phyſicians are entirely devoted 
to common Experience, and their own Prac- 
tice ; and Surgeons have ſuch a Regard to 
their Reputation, that they never dare to 
propoſe other Means of Cure, but ſuch as 
are uſual, leaſt they be damn'd by others 
who know not their Effects and Virtue. 
In one word, both conſult their private In- 
tereſt ſo much, that they will not preſcribe a 
Remedy, though never ſo cheap, which 
doth not cure but after a conſiderable Time, 


long Confinement, and ſtrict Regimen, 


Theſe are the Men, who aſſure their Pa- 
tients, that they cannot be cured but by 
Mercury, though their Diſtemper be the 
ſame whereof I now treat ; and thus the 
ſick Perſon muſt be unneceſſarily flux'd, 
without any regard to the Sex, young or 
old, rich or poor, whether in a private or 
in a public Capacity, all are indiſcriminate- 
ly, 
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ly expoſed to the Joſs of their Means, Ho- 
nour, Employments, and Life itſelf, 


Again he ſays, Lou are likewiſe to 
« avoid the unaccountable Practice of thoſe 
« j1onorant Pretenders, who adviſe their Pa- 
« tients to undergo a Salivation, whenever 
% they obſcrve that Venereal Shankers are 
&* not ſoon cured, though there appear no 
« fign of a Pox. But you may rely upon it, 
« that after you have attained a right Me- 
e thod of managing theſe Diſtempers, by 
«© Reading, Meditation, and a little Appli- 
ce cation, there are none of them, though ac- 
* companied with the Pox itſelf, or with 
* its Symptoms, which you may not cure; 
« and therefore you are, with all imagin- 
& able Care, to avoid the creating unneceſ- 
« ſary Trouble to your Patients, or engaging 
te them to undergo the laſt Remedy, with- 
& out apparent Neceſſity.“ 


The fame Author, in his Chapter on the 

poſſibility of curing a Pox without Mercury 
and Salivation, writes thus: “ Having con- 
« ſidered the Criſis of the Pox, as entire- 
„ly owing to nature, I now come to diſ- 


* courſe, concerning thoſe procur'd by Art, 
1 and 
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and which are excited by common Eva- 
« cuatives and ſuch as are cauſed by Mercu- 
« ry. But though this Diſtinction be found. 
*« ed upon moſt certain and undoubted 
& Proofs, yet it has not been hitherto gene- 
te rally received and approved; for moſt Part 
ef thoſe who practice this Art, are rather 
© inclined to believe, that it is by this Mi- 
&« neral only that a Pox can be cured, than 
to apply themſelves to make any farther 
&« Trial: Nay, they are not only pleaſed to 
&« perſiſt in tieir Error, but they likewiſe 
« endeavour to induce others to embrace it, 
te though never ſo falſe, by damning all new 
« Diſcoveries, as Impoſtures, and unuſual 
«© Remedies, as poiſonous; and whoever 
« undertakes to cure a Pox, by ſuch Reme- 
« dies as are more eaſy and gentle than Mer- 
« cury; and by Ways that are more Natural 
« than Salivation, forthwith becomes the 


gutt of Envy, and loaded with a thouſand 


« Reproaches; at the ſame Time, thoſe envi- 
« ous Ignorants, take occaſion to prepoſſeſs 
« the Minds of their Patients, whom they 
&« find to be eaſily impoſed on, when they 


& are told ſome Things in Phyſic are myſte- 
I1OUS ; 
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te rious; for the very Imagination of that 
« which may ſhorten lite, is capable to 


« fright every body.“ 


After all, that a Medicine may be con- 
trived, under the Quality of a Diuretic, 
that will cure this Diſorder without the 
leaſt Trouble to the Patient, I have ex- 
perienced: it is now three Years ſince I 
began to adminiſter it to my Patients; and 
do declare it has ſucceeded; even beyond 
my expectation ; as my conſtant Method 
is, to keep regular Minutes of all Caſes that 
occur; and by what Means cured, (which 
in the abovementioned Time I find to ex- 
ceed twelve Hundred;) can with certainty 
aſſert where the Medicine has ſucceeded, and 
where not. It was the Hints, or indeed 
rather the Directions we have from the an- 


| tient Phyſicians, which firſt put me on 


making Trial of ſome eaſier Remedy, at 
the ſame Time having the Advantage of a 
continual Number of Venereal Patients 
under my Care, that I was not under the 
leaſt Difſiculty to fix the Medicine, to a 
proper Degree of Strength, to be tho- 
roughly effectual, and yet not the leaft 
weaken the Parts.—lIt has alſo another Ad- 
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vantage over the common Diuretics, which 
is very material, z. e. that in moſt Conſti- 
tutions it keeps the Body cently open. On 
the whole, I have found it to anſwer Boer- 
haave's Directions, the Scope of which is 
obtained by a Medicine, that hath not the 
leaſt Particle of Mercury in its Compoti- 
tion ; nothing that requires Confinement, 
or any particular Management, ſo as to give 
the leaſt Suſpicion to the moſt intimate Ac- 
quaintance, nor the Reſtraints of any Kind; 
except indeed, f.om Exceſſes and Coition, 
(The latter ought by all Means to be avoid- 


ed) as it operates by communicating itſelf 
to all the circulating Juices of the Body; 
and its Texture being looſe and diſſoluble, it 
mixes moſt intimately wich the Blood; and 
in a few Days, ſo ſaturates the whole Maſs, 
that if any Taint or Contagion has infected 
it, or lies lurking in the ſmall Veſſels, it 
immediately cauſes a Diffolution of their 
Virulency, and freeing them from their Viſ- 
cidities, carries off their Impurities, by gent- 
Iy promoting Urine, and moderately in- 
creaſing the perſpirable Diſcharge ; and as 
it pervades every Channel through which 
the Circulation flows, fo it breaks through 
Coheſions and Obſtructions, and carries its 


ſalutary 
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ſalutary Virtues to the remoteſt Parts; and 
yet is ſo innocent, it may ſafely and advan- 
tagcouſly be taken by Women in their 
Pregnancy; and what juſtly gives a till 
greater Preference to this Medicine 1n the 
Cure of this Diſeaſe, is its ſuitableneſs to all 
(i umſtances and Conſtitutions, It may 
be taken with benefit in a Fever, or any 
other inflammatory Diſorder ; and will be 
found a very effectual Remedy in the Gout, 
Scurvy, Rheumatiſm, and all other Cronic 
Ailments, where the Juices of the Body 
are foul and ſizy. I have alſo proved it of 
very great Uſe in removing thoſe frightful 
Symptoms brought on by the too frequent 
Uſe of Mercury, and ill cured Claps ; the 
taking it ſome conſiderable Time will en- 
tirely remove the Complaints, if the Con- 
ſtitution is not quite ruined ; even then it 
will preſerve the Patient from worſe conſe- 
quences, and make life much more com- 
fortable. The Fluor Albas, or Femi- 
nine Weakneſs, is a Diſorder incident to 
Women; few eſcaping the Effects of it, 
and by a long Continuance is attended with 
many Evils, and often with the moſt fatal 
Conſequences; the Cure of which muſt 
depend (as we find by a due Conſideration 
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of the Cauſes and Effects) on ſuch Medicines 
as have regard to the Degree of the Pletho- 
ra, as the relaxation of the Veſſels, ſo that 
whatever is capable of diſſolving the Len- 
tor in the Blood, and promoting the Cir- 
culation of the Fluids, of increaſing the 
Secretions, and invigorating the lax State 
of the Veſſels, muſt conduce to the Cure: 
That this Medicine will have theſe Effects, 
T have often proved, and do therefore re- 
commend it as a powerful Remedy in this 


difagreeable Diſorder ; having frequently 
ſucceeded when all other Means have fail- 


ed. 5 


I ſhall now purpoſely avoid ſaying more, 
reſpecting the Efficacy of this Medicine, 
which I call the Eſſence ; as it is compoſed 
of the principal Virtues of many Ingre- 
dients; brought (by Diſtillation) into a 
little Compaſs, ſo ſmall that twenty or 
twenty five Drops is the middling Doſe, 
and ſo grateful to the Stomach, that it does 
not diſagree with the moſt delicate Con- 
ſtitution. I ſay, I purpoſely avoid a Repe- 
tition of the good Qualities of theſe Drops, 
leſt it ſhould be thought Oftentation : 


And on the other hand, if the Reaſons I 
have 
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have offered in favour of the Medicine in 
the Cure of theſe Diſorders, are not eſteem- 
ed ſufficient to encourage its Uſe, let it 
ſpeak for itſelf, and I dare aflirm no other 
Recommendation will be required ; as a 
Method of Cure, depending on the Laws 
of Nature and her Operations in the Con- 
ſtitution, deſpiſes the Aſſiſtance of the 
common Artifices, and requires no falſe 
Story to advance its Praiſe ; no Luſtre to 
ſet it off; no Voucher or Evidence to prove 
its Succeſs : The Confideration alone of its 
Deſigns will be ſufficient to recommend it 
to the World, becauſe it will be obvious 
to all Perſons, that it is founded on Reaſon, 


Yet this I muſt beg leave to obſerve, 
thai no Medicine can be better invented 
for thoroughly ſubduing the Remains of 
Venereal Poiſons Jurking in the Blood, as 
it may be taken any length of Time, with- 
out the leaſt Alteration as to Regimen; 
and never is offenſive to the Stomach, but 
rather creates an Appetite: in theſe Caſes, 
it acts as an Alterative, which cauſes a 
Change or Alteration in the Blood and Juices; 
melting down and deſtroying the pocky 


Virus, 


. 
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Virus, which is difcharged either by Sweat, 
Stool, or Urine. 


The Neceffity, Care, and Caution, it be- 
hovesevery Perſon to take, to endeavour o be 
thoroughly cured of that moſt infernal Fire, 
or Poiſon, and the great Reaſon every Per- 
ſon may have to be fearful of its not being 
ſubdued, when they have been once ſeverely 
infected, or have been ill treated by igno- 
rant Practitioners; we may learn from the 
following Obſervations of the ſeveral great 

Authors: to which is joined a very re- 
markable and moſt ſhocking Caſe. 


Some Paſſages we find in the BiSHiorheca 
Anatomica Medica Chirurgica, &c. from 
the moſt eminent Writers. And firſt Mu- 
fitanus ſays, That it often happens in 
Practice, that after the Univerſal Pox is 
cured, there {till remains a lurking Poiſon 
3 in ſome Part of the Body; as in the Caries 

| or Gangrene of ſome Bones, in ſome Nodes 
or hard Knots, which admits of no Dif- 
4 ſolution, by the Action of Mercury, 
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The Venereal Diſeaſe is not commonly 
Mortal; there have been ſome who have 
had it 30 or 40 Years, and when they die, 


it does not ſo much proceed from this 


Diſeaſe as from ſome others, contracted 
by the Diſorders and irregular Courſes uſed 
in the Cure thereof, or the Alterations 
made by Time, and the Conſtitution or 
Habit of the Body. Beſides, it too com- 
monly happens, that the moſt Part of thoſe 
who are in this Condition, do not ſuffer 
themſelves to be treated as they ought to 
be; ſome are back ward becauſe they have 
not Money enough to pay for their Cure; 
others becauſe their Buſineſs do not per- 
mit; a third becauſe they are in the Hands 
of ſuch as have no skill, or at leaſt want 
Honeſty, to compleat a Cure: there are 
ſome Bodies of ſingular Diſpoſitions, that 
Mercury cannot produce the deſired Effect 
upon them, notwithſtanding all the pre- 
caution and Means that can be uſed. 
Therefore it often falls out, by Reaſon of 
theſe Faults or Impediments, that the Ve- 
nereal Diſtemper is not cured, but only its 
Symptoms; and that ſome of the Venereal 


Ferment does ſtill remain in the Body, 
K waich 
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which in proceſs of Time, lodges and in- 
tangles itſelf in the Humours in ſuch a 
Manner, that Inconveniences afterwards 
enſue, which ſometimes are not directly 
a Pox, though they have ſprung from it as 
their proper Fountain : from thence it is 
that there are ſo many Scrophulous Tu- 
mours, ſo many old Ulcers, ſo many 
Gouts and Rheumatiſms, ſo many Whites 
amongſt the Women; and in a Word, from 
thence ariſes the moſt Part of thoſe Dil- 
eaſes, which we obſerve in Families, 
and which unhappily have only ordinary 
Means applyed tothem, becauſe their Source 
is concealed, and the Phyſicians themſelves 
many Times dare not be inquiſitive con- 
cerning their Original. 


Proſperus Borgarutius, of Padua, Anno 
1566, ſays, The Venereal Diſeaſe ſome- 
times does not appear for ſome Months, or 
even Years, after the Contagion is received. 


Bernadinus Tomitanus of Padua, Anno 
1 566, ſays, „It was ſometimes four, five or 
« fix Months after the Poiſon was received, 
before the Diſeaſe plainly breaks out, 


though I have known it diſcover itſelf by 
a 
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© a Pain in the Prœputium the next Day 
© after it was caught.” 


Hieronimus Fracaſtorius, of Verona, wrote 
on this Diſeaſe in the Year 1530.“ This 
« Diſeaſe at firſt did not break out immedi- 
ce ately, but would lurk in the Habita Month 
« or two, and ſometimes four Months, before 
„ any real Symptoms appeared.” 


Georgius Vella, of Bruſſels, Anno 1510, 
wrote to the ſame Effect. 


A remarkable Account of the Venereal Poiſon 
lying conceaPd in the Blood for 17 Years. 
This we have from Anatus Luſitanus, 


Anno 15 52. 


16 
3 Theſe are his Words: © A Perſon 
or « who was afflicted with this Diſeaſe, by the 
d. 


«« Means of a great many different Remedies, 
ce got ſo far rid of it, that he ſeemed to be 
e quite well. Ten Years afterwards he 


or 
d, * married a very virtuous Woman, who 
it, within five Years brought him two fine 


by « healthy Boys; in the ſeventh Year ſhe was 
a <« delivered of a third Boy, who had Pocky 
K 2 « Eruptions 
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« Ervptions upon his Skin. The Mother 
« continued all along in very good Health; 
* only before her Delivery of the laſt Child, 
« the had ſome ſmall Ulcers betwixt her 
* Lips and Noſe, and after her Delivery her 
„ breath grew Fœtid, and her Breaſts were 
« ſo obſtructed with coagulated Milk, that 
ce the could not poſſibly give ſuck. Upon 
* this Account the Child was put out to a 
« Nurſe, who inafew Days became infect- 
* ed, and had theſamepockyEruptionwith 
ce the Child. She gave it to her Huſband, 
and to two Children of her Neighbours, 
to whom ſhehad offered her Breaſt; and 
ve they communicated the Diſeaſe to their 
« Mothers; in ſhort, within a Month, no 
« fewer than nine were infected. The Boy 
« lived only a Month, and the Father was 
©« ſcigzed witha Fever, which cut him off in 
&« ſix Days; the Mother and the other Per- 
te ſons infected, aſter the Uſe of many Re- 


cc medies, recovered.” 


De Blegny, on the Symptoms of the 
Pox, ſays, No leſs Ambiguous are the 
« Symptoms which accompany the Pox in 
* its ſecond Degree; for albeit, Spontane- 

« ous 
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« ous Wearineſs, Uneaſineſs, Itching in 


« the Skin, and ſometimes ſhedding the 
« Hair, Tetters, Malignant Ulcers, Rot- 
te tenneſs of the Teeth, and of other Bones.“ 


To which may be added, Pains in the 
Head, wandering Pains in the Limbs, 
particularly in the Legs, which torments 
the Perſon moſt in the Evening; and fre- 
quently after warm in Bed ; the Eyes 
are weak, and often run a limped Wa- 
ter; the Ears tingle, and Noiſes in the 
Head are often heard, which are exceed- 
ing Perplexing ; Eruptions often break 
our on the Skin, and as often return 
again; a Hectic Heat attends the Afflict- 
ed, which generally increaſes towards 
Evening; a remarkable Dejection of 
Spirits is almoſt a certain Attendant; partly 
owing to the Diſeaſe, and partly to the 
Patient's dread of the Conſequences, There 
are many more Symptoms which Indi- 
cate the Pox to be in the Blood : but 
theſe are ſufficient to give Inſtruction to 
thoſe who ſuſpect it to be their Caſe. This 
therefore is ſufficient to prove that the Ve- 

nereal 
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nereal Poiſon when thought to be conquer- 
ed, ſhall lie lurking in the Blood for many 
Years, without any manifeſt Hurt. Yet as 
ſoon as by any Accident the Temper of the 
Blood ſhall be altered and depraved, tho' 
there be no new Acceſſion of Poiſon, the 
Diſeaſe ſhall, Hydra-like, revive, and ſpeedi- 
ly bring on very grievous Symptoms, which 
ſhall end in a confirmed Pox. Both theſe 
Particulars are certainly very ſtrange, that 
fo noxious a Poiſon ſhould lie ſo long quiet, 
without doing any Miſchief in the midſt of 


the Blood, and be thoroughly mixed with 


it, and that ſo ſmall a Quantity of Poiſon 
ſhould be preſerved entire in the Blood, 
which of itſelf is daily renewed. —And yet, 
neither of theſe Circumſtances is peculiar to 


the Venereal Poiſon ; for the Poifon which 
produces an Hydrophobia, may not only lie 
quiet in the Body for ſeveral Days after 


the Bite, but ſometimes for ſeveral Years 
before it ſhews itſelf, and brings on the 
Dread of Water, and the other terrible 
Symptoms which attend it. 


If we give Credit to the common Opi- 
nion, the Ferment, or Poiſon, which gives 
riſe 


ſe 
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riſe to the Small-Pox, is brought with 
us into the World, and conſequently lies 
lurking without Detriment for a very long 
Seaſon, till an Opportunity offers of ex- 


erting itſelf, and producing ſometimes moſt 
fatal Effects. 


Is may be aſked, Why I came to be 


more acquainted with this - Diſeaſe (or at 


leaſt have endeavoured to be ſo) than ſome 
other of my Brethren of my Profeſſion: 


To which I anſwer, that my ſeeking more 


deeply into the Cauſe, Nature, and Cure of 
Venereal Infections, was owing firſt, to my 
generally having a good Number of Pa- 
tients under my Care : Secondly, my ex- 


tenſive Practice in curing Fiſtulas and Piles. 
Fiſtulas in particular, ſoon convinced me 


of the Neceſſity there was to find out ſome 


ſafer and more eaſy Method of curing the 


Venereal Infections, as thoſe that were 
occaſioned (which are not a few) by the 
Venereal Diſorder, are of the worſt Conſe- 
quences : And thirdly, I may juſtly add to 
theſe, that it has coſt me much Pains and 
Trouble to know the Nature of its Diſpo- 


ſition and Temper fo well as I do; it is full 
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of Deceit and Artifice ; no Mimick has 
more Power over the Features of his Phiz, 
or can throw himſelf into a greater Variety 
of Attitudes, than the Pox has of Appear- 
ing in the Form of other Maladies, and 
aſſuming the Shapes of different Ailments : 
but as the Mimick has always ſomething of 
the Monkey in his Conſtitution, a Dege- 
neracy from Humanity, ſo the Pox has a 
peculiar Virulency, ſome certain Signs 
to diſtinguiſh it from other Diſorders, not- 
withſtanding the ſtrong Reſemblance of the 
Symptoms ; and if you treat the Mimick as 
a Monkey, and the Pox according to the 


Nature of its Diſpoſition, you may eaſily 


keep them within bounds ; but if you 
ſuffer them to get a Head, you cannot fo 
readily ſhake off thoſe troubleſome Compa- 
nions. Laſtly, I ſay, When it is conſider- 
ed the great Experience I have had of the 
bad Effects of the Methods now in uſe for 
the Cure of Venereal Infections, through 
a long Courſe of ſuccelsful Practice in 
curing Fiſtulas and Piles, without cutting, 
or ſeldom uſing any outward Applica- 
tion, having plainly proved that Medicines 
applied outwardly arc too often hurtful, 

but 
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but always trifling, (never procuring an ab- 
ſolute Cure) the Cauſe being in the Blood, 
the Cure depends upon ſuch Medicines as 
have regard to it. By my Method without Cut- 
ting (a few caſes excepted) it is knownl have 
and do ſucceed in the moſt deplorable Caſes, 
but in thoſe obſtinate ones, proceeding 
from ill cured Venereal Injuries, by the 
baneful Practice, now in common Ule. 
Can it deſerve a Name, when the ſhocking 
Victims we daily fee evince it. Fiſtulas of 
this kind (as obſerved before) often pene- 
trate the Bladder, Fc. &c. parts, that in 
ſuch Caſes admit of no Cure; Unhappy 
Creatures doom'd to a Life of the molt 
miſerable Kind. Numbers of theſe Victims 
have been under my Care, and ſeveral are 
at this Time receiving what Aſſiſtance J 
can give them, which at beſt is but Pal- 
lative in theſe deſtructive Caſes. Perplex- 
ed with theſe Embarraſſments, and ſtruck 
with Compaſſion, was conſequently the 
Product of che deepeſt Reflexions; the Re- 
ſult of which is the Medicine now offered to 
the Public, a ſafe and abſolute Cure for 
Venereal Infections; conſequently a preven- 


tive of thoſe and the like ſhocking Caſes as 


abovementioned, which Caſes arc not to be 


. cured 


* 


= " * _ 8 * IS. = * 2 5 RE ae | 3 7 4 IE > 0 
r * 8 2 32 3 > - : « 
—  - q 2 ay 4 * * * " — 8 _ - mw 4 -- 


—- ey 2 
E160. Is 
2 — + 


Z 


74 On Diuretic Medicines. 


cured, but prevented ; therefore the ſtrik- 
ing at the Cauſe, was diſcovering a more 
eaſy, and ſafe Method of curing the Vene- 
real Diſeaſe ; this I have accompliſhed, and 
for which I ſuppole I am very ſoberly 
wiſhed hang'd, as whatever 1s of general be- 
nefit, will in a different Manner, affect ſome 
particular Claſs. After the above Con- 
ſiderations it will not ſeem extraordinary 
(and perhaps may be allowed) that I had 
ample reaſon ro reject the preſent Practice, 
a Practice ſo highly Detrimental to the 
Race of Mankind, that Children unborn 
will hereafter feel the Effects of it. — This 


by the Bye, 


I now cannot help ſaying, I fear the bad 
Succeſs that has too often attended Phyſicians 
and Surgeons Practice in the Cure of this 
Diſeaſe. I mean that Kind which is in 
common Uſe, and for which nothing can 
plead but Cuſtom, tho' indeed that is re- 
ſpected by ſome as an undeniable Law; 
yet it is well known to be often grounded 
on Notions oppoſite to right reaſon, and this 
is verified in no inſtance more than in the 
preſent Method of treating Venereal Infec- 


tions, to the ill ſucceſs of which I repeat 
_ 
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my Opinion, that we may impute the Number 
of Impoſitions the Public have, and do re- 
ceive from thoſe vile Pretenders to the 
Knowledge of the medical Art. I indeed 
propoſed not to have touched on this matter, 
but Humanity, Brotherly-Love, and every 
Chriſtian Senſe requires it; the repeated In- 


ſtances which I have of the Deſtruction 


that attends the unhappy Patients who ap- 
ply for their Compoſitions (or more proper- 
ly a Confuſition of Drugs) would move the 
moſt obdurate Heart; and the more ſo as 
it principally happens among the poor 
working People, who when once robbed 
(by ſome one of theſe vile Miſcreants) of 
both money and Conſtitution; drag on a 
Life with Infamy and Diſgrace, falling at 
laſt a Sacrince to the Diſeaſe, or rather to 
the Villains promiſed Remedies: Tt is al- 
moſt incredible the Number of poor Crea- 
tures that apply to me after being with 
ſome of the Doctors, as they call themſelves ; 
but a more juſt Name is Devil in Man's 
Cloathing. 


I now cannot help mentioning an In- 
ſtance or two out of hundreds, that have 
occurred, Some time ago, a Man came to 

L 2 me, 
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me, defiring my Advice; I aſked him his 
Caſe, and he related it as follows: That 
about ſeven Years ago he perceived himſelf 
infected with a Clap; on which he imme- 
diately applied to an eminent Surgeon in the 
City, who after about ſix Weeks, told him 
he was well, all the Symptoms being gone 
off, and in ſhort he found himſelf ſo. But 
that two Mouths before he applied to me, he 
was attacked violently with a Pain in the 
Throat, and lower Jaw, but chiefly center- 
ed in one Tooth; he was greatly alarmed, 
ſimply ſuppoſing it to be occaſioned by a 
Remains of the Venercal Complaint, which 
he was cured of ſeven Years before, and 
accordingly loſt no Time, but went imme- 
diately to one of the great Genius's in the 
O/d Baily, who confirmed him in his Opi- 
nion, by faying thoſe Symptoms _ cer- 
tain Marks of a univerſal Pox, and that it 
was highly neceſſary to preſerve his Life to 
undergo a flight Salivation : the Man con- 
ſented, and tlie Cure was ſet about; in Mort, 
this poor deluded 11-2 was kept in a Spit- 
ting State (by the Uſe of Mercurial Oint- 
ment and Pills) for ſix Weeks; and then 
finding his Teech, Mouth and Throat much 
the worſe, with his Pocket two Guineas 
lighters 
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lighter, he reſolved to leave his Doctor in 
Hopes of finding ſome more eaſy Remedy; 
on hearing this Relation, after aſking a few 
Queſtions, and looking in the Man's Mouth 
to diſcover this confirmed Pox, I really 
could not help Smiling, though at the ſame 
Time I pitycd the Man, who further in- 
formed me, he was Journeyman to a Silk- 


Mercer in the City, and was fearful his 


Maſter would diſcover it, meaning the Pox, 
as he was ordered to eat no high ſeaſoned 
Meats, &c. &c, I ſoon relieved him from 
his Anxiety, by aſſuring him, he was free 
from any Venereal Complaint, and that the 
Symptoms which he had undergone ſo ſe- 
vere a Pennance to be cured of, were no 
more than the common Attendants of a 
Cold, particularly where the Teeth were de- 
caycd, which was his Caſe; I therefore or- 
dered him to have his Tooth immediately 
drawn, and take a Dole of Manna and Salts 
once or twice a Week to purge off the Mer- 
cury, which had been fo injudiciouſly ad- 
miniſtred ; he followed my Directions, and 
called on me in about ten Days (with re- 
peated Thanks for my ſalutary Advice) tel- 
ling me he had felt no Pain ſince the re- 
moyal of the decayed Tooth, and was in 

| great 
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great Spirits to find his deplorable Diſorder 
ſo ſoon removed. The next I ſhall mention 
is a Perſon that lives in Holbourn, who (as 
he informs me) finding himſelf attacked 
with the Venereal 222 applied to a cer- 
tain ſet of People who call themſelves a So- 
ciety of Phyſicians, &c. by St. Dun/tan's 
Church, Fleet- Street, one of whom he ſaw, 
who gave him a Bottle of Drops that were 
ſoon to effect a Cure, the Doſe Ten or Twelve; 
this Man continued them ſome time, 
but finding no Amendment, he increaſed 
the Doſe to a Hundred, and a Hundred 
and Twenty, but found no Difference in 
the Effect: he now diſcovered -a Swelling 
in his Groin, which terminated in a Buboe 
he immediately applied to the Society, but 
{aw only one, the ſame Perſon who had be- 
fore given him the Drops, (and who by the 
bye, this Man informed me, he was told in 
the Neighbourhood was a Barber; ) on 
his telling him of the Buboe, he, this pre- 
tended Phyſician, deſired to ſee it, which 
was accordingly complied with ; and with- 
out doubt was judiciouily examined, as you 
will find by the Remedy, wl-ich was, after 
many ſignificant Looks, pronounced to be 
Shoe-makers Wax, as a certain Cure for 
all 
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all Buboes; this grand Remedy was accord- 
ingly applied ; but after a few Days, the poor 
Man perceiving the Diſorder gain Strength, 
too late faw through the Fraud, and applied 
to me, who found him in this Situation, 
with his large Plaiſter of Shoemakers Wax, 
which covered almoſt the right Groin : I 
directly opened the Buboe, and in ſix Weeks 
diſmiſſed him, well. A Third Caſe I can- 
not help mentioning, which, if poſſible, is 
a ſtronger Proof of the Ignoranceof theſe Set 
of Men; which is this: A young Man, of 
about Twenty Years of Age, a Jeweller by 
Trade, called on me about Ten Days ago, 
in the Evening, deſiring my Advice: He 
related his Complaint in this manner; That 
about five Weeks before, he had Reaſon to 
ſuppoſe he had contracted a Clap, but no 
Symptom appeared, nevertheleſs he went 
to the very wiſe Practitioner in the Cure 
of this Diſorder, who lives in Blue-Croſs- 


Street, Leiceſter-Fields, by whom he 
was told that he was infected, and it was 
an Iafection of the“ black Nature, he there- 


fore had Medicines of courſe; but one 
Evening 


RTE 


* What this Man could Mean by an Infection of the 
Black Nature, I confeſs I am ignorant, only wiſh his Prac- 
tice was no blacker than the Diſeaſe, 
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Evening as he was going home from his 
Doctor, unluckily he fell down and bruiſed 
his Knee, which before the next Evening 
was much ſwelled ; accordingly the Doc- 
tor was conſulted, (without being informed 
of the Fall he had received the preceding 
Night) who on a thoroug' Examination, 
pronounced it a Venereal Swelling, and pro- 
poſed his taking Pills for ſome Time, th 
he might intirely root it out. I realy 
laughed heartily on hearing the Account, 
and the young Gentleman ſeemed highly 
pleaſed, that he had fo well experienced his 
Doctor's Judgment, and was much more fo 
when I aflured him he had no Venereal 
Symptoms, nor had he been the leaſt in- 
jured (except in the Mind) only by taking 
the Ignoramus's Medicines, which had re- 
duced him in Fleſh, 


I have now given a few Inſtances of the 
Tenorance and Villainy of theſe People; a 
Subject I always thought below my Pen ; 
and it is with ſome Reluctance I ſubmit it to 
the Public Eye; but my Intentions are not 
topleaſe the Critic, but to ſerve my Fellow- 
creatures; which I found I could no ways 
thoroughly accompliſh, without giving ſome 

pre- 


ä 


- _— . nn” 2» — * 


Precautions that may ſerve as Beacons to 
the Unthinking, and prevent their ſplitting 
on thoſe fatal Rocks. 


Therefore ſhall end this Subject with only 
a few Hints (more particularly) reſpecting 


ſuch Perſons or Companies, as they ſimply 


ſtile themſelves, who endeavour to impoſe 
on the Public, and at the ſame Time hide 
their Perſons. Theſe Kind of Wretches 
ought to be ſhunned as the Fire of Death: In 
ort, nothing can equal the Folly of thoſe 
who riſque their Health, by taking pub- 
liſhed Medicines, where the Authors ate not 
known. Indeed, I have the more Reaſon to 
ſpeak, as I have many Inſtances where ſuch 
credulous Perſons have had woeful Cauſes 
to repent it. The Motives for Authors con- 
cealing themſelves, can never bear examin- 
ing, which is often done under a Title of a 
Company of Phyſicians, Surgeons, &c. This 
is now become too common a cheat, and ea- 
fily ſeen thro'. Pray was there ever a Phy- 


ſician or Surgeon aſhamed of his Profeſſion ? 


Or is any honeft Man afraid of his Practice 
being publicly known ? On the Contrary, 
every Practitioner 1s endeavouring rather to 


extend the Knowledge of it. In a word, I 
| M don't 
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don't believe any Gentleman, regularly edu- 
cated in Phyſick, would be concerned in ſuch 
Combinations: I ſay, I don't believe, for I 
have great Reaſon, having been informed 
theſe Companies conſiſt chiefly of the loweſt 
Mechanicks; which Informations I have 
Reaſon to believe to be juſt, by examining 
their Treatment of Patients, who as I be- 
fore obſerved, have been afterwards under 
my Care. I conceive every Practitioner is 
accountable (by the Laws of his Country) 
for the Effects of his Medicine, in Caſes 
where fatal Conſequences enſue: but a ſet 
of Men, under ſuch Colours, Practice, fell 
their Medicines, right or wrong, defy the 
Conſequences, or in other Words, ſtab 
their Fellow- creatures in the Dark, without 
riſking their Perſons or Reputations. 


That this Diſcourſe may {till be attended 
with more Benefit to the Public (by which 
if I ſhould prove the Means of faving one of 
my Fellow-creatures from the Deſtruction 
that generally follows their Credulity, Iam 
amply rewarded) I ſhall now take ſome 
Notice of a few particular publiſhed Me- 


dicincs for the Cure of Venereal Infections, 
where 


| 
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where the Authors are known: 1ſt, Key- 


ſer's Pills have been ſtrongly recommend- 


ed in the Pamphlet publiſhed for that 
Purpoſe, which gives an Account of their 
good Effects in a Number of Caſes at Paris: 
the Author, Mr. Keyſer, ſeems to confine the 
Caſes to confirmed Poxes. Whether he pro- 
poſed their being given on every Occaſion, 
ſuch as ſlight Claps, &c. I do not pretend 
to determine; but be this as it will, I verily 
believe, they are the beſt Preparation of 
Mercury offered to the Public, becauſe they 
are the mildeſt; nevertheleſs they, as well 
as all other Preparations, where the Patient 
is not purged, certainly Occaſion a ſore 
Mouth and Gums; and if continued, 2 
Spitting, with other Symptoms of a Saliva- 
tion. 2d. Hawtk/bee's Pills are a Medicine 
I by no Means approve of ; they are pre- 
pared from Mercury, and are much ſtrong- 
er than the former, therefore more pernici- 
ous; that they are a Preparation of Mer- 
cury, Iam certain (though it is ſimply de- 
nied in the Advertiſements ſince the Death 
of the Author, who always adminiſtred 
them as ſuch) from their Effects; a recent 
Inſtance of which I had as follows ; about 

M 2 ten 
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ten or twelve Days ago, a Perſon applied to 
me, who had a Clap on him that had been 
contracted a Week before, in which Time 
he had been taking Hawk/bee's Pills; they 
had brought on a Spitting, with a violent 
{welled Face ; and in ſhort, every Symtom 
of an approaching Salivation : by theſe 
Means, as indeed is always the Caſc, where 
ſuch Remedies are given, every Complaint 
was increaſed, particularly the Cordee, by 
the violent Inflammation of the Parts, and 
the Heat in the Blood, occaſioned by the 


Mercury. 


I immediately ordered a thin, cooling Re- 
gimen, and purged him every ſecond or third 
Day, with Manna and Salts, till the Effects 
of the Mercury was pretty well gone; in 
whichTime, indeed, the Diſorder was nearly 
ſubdued; I then gave my Medicine for a 
Week, and diſmiſſed him well; and, to 
makevuſe of his own Words, A ſevere Pe- 
nance he had for his Folly.” I am not igno- 
rant, that a few Years ſince, theſe Pills were 
in great Reputation for curing this Diſeaſe: 
For my Part, I don't know what uſe they 
might be of in ſome Degrees of a Pox, 


when adminiſtered under the Care of the 


Author ; 
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Author; but as to a Clap, inſtead of Uſe, 
they are of infinite Miſchief, 


Bellojte's Pills have much the ſame Effect 
as theſe. 


I ſhall next mention the Jeſuits Drops. 
This Medicine, by the Succeſſors of one 
Walker, who was a Printer in the O Baily, 
is recommended for the Cure of all Weak- 
neſſes in both Sexes, as alſo all Symptoms 
of the Venereal Diſeaſe, 

D 

I would now aſk every judicious Man, If 
any thing can poſſibly be fo abſurd; the 
very Means that muſt pox the Patient, is to 
cure him. I confeſs it has often been a Mat- 
ter of Aſtoniſhment to me, that the Public 
could be impoſed on in this Manner? as the 
very Recommendation is fo ridiculous, that 
2 Perſon with common Reaſon, without the 
leaſt Knowledge of Medicine, muſt laugh 
at it. 

Thoſe other Drops, called by the ſame 


Name, which Rock on Ludgate-bill recom- 


mends in the ſame Manner, to cure all 
Weakneſles, Venereal Complaints, &c. the 


Stupidity of which Cant I have juſt men- 
| tioned, 
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tioned, nevertheleſs, ſhall obſerve, that if the 
Afflicted would but make the leaſt Reflec- 
tion or, (if not acquainted with the Town,) 


fome Enquiry, they would ſoon trace theſe 


Kinds of People, from their Original, and 
diſcover their grand Impoſitions, and daring 
Impudence, to thus impoſe on (and what is 
worſe) deſtroy the Health of Mankind: Pity 
it is, that our Legiſlature has never thought 
it worthy Notice to inflict a proper Puniſh- 
ment on thoſe baneful Set of Men. 


But to return to the Subject: This ri- 
diculous Medicine, called Jeſuits Drops, is 
nothing more than a Tincture taken out of 
Quincy's Diſpenſatory; made as follows: 


Take Bals. Capiv. Gum Guaic. Oil of 
Saſſafras, with Spirits of Wine, and digeſt 
together: What little Virtue this Medicine 
can have, is that of an Aſtringent; therefore 
when taken in a Clap, as directed, it muſt 
leflen the Diſcharge, by which the Patient 
will be poxed ; or, at other Times, the Mat- 
ter will be tranſlated to the Teſticles: Of this 
J have had many Inſtances: The ſame is 
oblerved by Mr. Watben, Surgeon, in his 

Notes 
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Notes on this Diſeaſe: But let him ſpeak 
for himſelf. «© I have given a fair Trial 
* of the advertiſed Jeſuits Drops, whoſe 
« Effects very nearly reſemble thoſe of Bal- 
« ſam Capivi; but as adminiſtered by thoſe 


« whole Property it is, generally produces 
«© {ſwelled Teſticles, Buboes, and a con- 
“ firmed Lues Venerea. Many Patients 


% who have taken that Medicine, have, at 
&« different Times, applied to me (and I 
« doubt not others) in ſuch Circumſtances.” 


After what has been ſaid, it muſtbeevidenf 
to every unprejudiced Reader, that the Ad- 
miniſtering ſuch ſuppoſed Remedies, muſt 
be attended with the moſt deplorable Conſe- 
quences, for which no retaliation can poſſi- 
bly be made. And as the whole Nation, has 
long been ſhamefully deluded, and impoſed 
on by ſuch Means, I think every Author who 
writeson this Diſeaſe, is very culpable if he 
does not expoſe the Stupidity and Hurt of 


{uch vile Medicines. 


For my Part, had I ſufficient Abilities to 
Criticiſe, I would be far from taking No- 


tice of Errors, purely, for the ſake of 
ſhewing 
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ſhewing my Parts or judgment; not 
have I, I hope, ſo much ill-Nature to 
find fault upon no other Pretence than 
to make Peopleuneaſy; yet, I think it would 
be an unpardonable Crime, in any Perſon 
filently to permit pernicious Practices ; for 
certainly People of Profeſſions ought to 
look upon themſelves as Servants to the 
Public; and ſhould ſtudy, by all reaſonable 
Means, to promote the common Good, 
fince they are entruſted with whatever 19 
dear to Mankind ; it is not enongh that 
they honeſtly diſcharge themſelves of the 
confidence that is put in them, but they 
ſhould alſo endeavour to preſerve their dit- 
ferent Sciences from the Tarniſh of Craft, 
Bigotry, Avarice, Superſtition, and Igno- 
rance; by taking reaſon for their Guide, 
and judging without Partiality, or Preju- 
dice; and a Man of Underſtanding, aſſiſted 
by Experience, may, and will be as com- 
petent a Judge in thoſe Matters as the moſt 
refined Genius : There 1s one Thing in the 
Knowledge of Phyſic, I am certain of, and 
that is, the clearer any one ſees into the 
Nature and Cauſe of a Diſorder, the leſs 
perplexed will be his Method of Cure, 


In 
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Contains ſome farticular Remarks. 


IN the Courſe of Practice, I have had an 

almoſt incredible Number of Patients af- 
flicted with the different Species of the Vene- 
real Diſeaſe, ſo as to have become even to 
a Degree of being frightful $ Sights; others 
left labouring * * Gleets and the worſt 
Weakneſſes a Imbecilities : all theſe Com- 
plaints have been occaſioned either by the 
rough Methods uſed in the Cure, or by a 
long Neglect in not applying to proper 
Perſons for a Remedy. Some indeed, the 
latter Diſorders, by a continued debauched 
Life, or what is {till worſe, and with ſhame 
be it ſpoken to Mankind, is that curſed and 
abominable Crime of Self-Pollution. (The 
Conſequence and Cure of which, I ſhall 


mention anon.) However, from one, or per- 


haps all theſe Cauſes, they are left in the 
meſt wretched State, the Genital Parts 
being totally relaxed, having loſt all Power, 
I now confeſs, I was not a little perplexed 
with theſe Caſes, and it was much concern 
to me that I could not give my Patients the 
Aſſiſtance I would willingly have done. 
After ſome Time, and a Number of fruit- 


leſs Trials, at laſt L was fo happy to fix on a 
N Me. 
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Medicine, which J have adminiſtered with 
amazing Succeſs. This Remedy I never in- 
tended to have publiſhed, contriving it pur- 
poſely for ſuch Patients as were under my 
Care; but, as I juſt obſerved, finding it ſo 
extreamly certain in its Effects, imagined it 
muſt receive a general Welcome from the 
Public; and have ſince found thoſe Imagina- 
tions were juſt, No lucrative View could 
be a Motive for doing it, (any more than I 
well knew it would conſequently further 
eſtabliſh my Reputation inthe Cure of all Diſ- 
orders relative to the Parts appropriated for 
Generation) As however high the Price may 
appear in reſpect to the Quantity, I de- 
clare, the Preparation is fo Expenſive, that 
in regard to the Profits ariſing from the 
bare Sale only, it would be very inconſider- 
able. This Medicine I have juſt publiſhed, 
under the Title of the Reflorative Remedy, 
or Cordial Drops: Theſe Drops are really 
Nature's Aſſiſtant, where ſhe is giving way 
either from Debauches of different Kinds, 
or where the Decay 1s the Conſequence of 
Age: in this Caſe they are found of infi- 
Nite Service, as they almoſt incredibly re- 
move thoſe common Symptoms, which are 

known 
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known to attend approaching old Age, by 
which Life, though extended to the laſt 
Stage, is rendered much more comfortable. 


In its Operation, 1ſt, It isa Cordial, and that 
of the higheſt and moſt ſingular Nature, by 
which it circulates the Juices, enlivens the 
Spirits, and recreates all the Faculties both 
of the Body and Mind. 2d, It diſſipates all 
Kinds of Weakneſſes and Imbecilities, re- 
{toring Strength and Vigour to a decayed 
Conſtitution. As it co-operates with Na- 
ture, without forcing the Veſſels ; fo it even 
furniſhes Matter, as well as quickens De- 
fires : in ſhort, it never fails to excite con- 
Jugal Intercourſes where the Conſtitution by 
any Misfortunes or Irregularities has fallen 
into a Coldneſs, Indifference, or total Ina- 
bility to thoſe Acts: even Age is not exempt 
from the Aſſiſtance of this Remedy, to that 
Degree, that the moſt Credulous would 
ſcarce credit the Report, and yet this is a 
Fact confirmed by a great Number of In- 
ſtances. 3d, It is in the ſtricteſt Senſe, 
Nature's Help and Support, by what Means 


ſoever injured; it warms, comforts and 


nguriſhes the whole Vital Syſtem, There- 
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fore may with the greateſt Certainty and 
Safety be depended on, for having theſe 
Effects, which are not effected by any 
Stimulating Power, too often the Caſe of 
Medicines 1gnorantly and vilely adminiſter- 
ed, to provoke Luſt ; the Conſequences of 
which have proved of fatal Effects; for in- 
dced, 1s 1t poſſible for ſuch Medicines ever 
to give Power, though ſometimes they ex- 
cite Deſires ; but even to accompliſh that, it 
requires the greateſt Care to fix the Doſe, 
and if often uſed (which I think none but 
Mad-men will do) deſtroys all thoſe Parts that 
it principally acts upon. 


But to return to the Subject ; this Medi- 
cine has not only given the moſt inconteſti- 
ble Proofs of being the greateſt Reſtorative 
in Nature, but has actually removed the 
attendant Cauſes on Sterility or Barrenneſs in 
one Sex, and Impotency in the other, by re- 
coveringthe Uſe of the natural Means for Pro- 
pagation. I have received a Number of 
Letters of Thanks from many F amilies that 
have (unexpectedly) found theſe wonderful 
Effects. For, moſt undoubtedly, nothing 
is ſo intereſting to Mankind as the recover- 


ing 
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ing the Powers of this Kind, &c, No 
State being ſo miſerable as a Sate of Inabi- 
lity, reſpecting conjugal Acts; and on the 
other Hand, the want of Children, (even 
where every other Bleſſing is enjoyed) is an 
Affliction of a very peculiar Nature, which 
none but thoſe ſo circumſtanced can poſſi- 
bly judge of; as indeed there is ſome Reaſon 
to fear there are often ſevere Reflections in the 
Marriage State, on that Account. Alſo, in 
all Caſes where ſloughly and cold Humours 
have clogged the Reins and Genital Parts 
(which I have found to be the Cauſe of Im- 
potency in the Male, and Sterility in the 
Female) which occaſions many other Miſ- 
chiefs, this Medicine is of great Service, by 
freeing the Parts from the Obſtructions and 
renewing the Natural Strength. 


As I juſt mentioned the Efficacy of this 
Remedy in thoſe Complaints brought on 
by that unnatural Crime of Self-Pollution, 
I ſhall now take ſome Notice of it ; and 
Firſt then as to the Cauſe or Means of that 
AQ, I imagine few Readers will be Igno- 
rant which way it is accompliſhed ; but 
thoſe that are, if it is in my Power, ſhall 

CON®s 
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continue ſo; for I am of Opinion, that no- 
ticeing to the World, there are ſuch Things 
to be heard, ſeen, or felt, is done always 
with an Intent to raiſe the Curioſity, that 
they may be Partakers of thoſe Events; but 
a ſtronger Motive, I fear too often prevails, 
which is the Informer's private Emolument. 
But I would be underſtood to mean parti- 
cular Circumſtances. 

I remember, as long ago as the Year 
1756, a book was publiſhed, called Onanie ; 
but the Author for Reaſons, beſt known to 
himſelf, took care to conceal his Name : 
This Performance was allowed not only by 
the Faculty, but by every judicious Perſon, 
to be an immodelſt, ridiculous and ſcandalous 
Publication : and I well remember a Gen- 
tleman (now in a very conſiderable Em- 
ployment) tclling me one Evening, as we 
were talking of it at a Coffee- Houſe, that 
if it was poſlible at an Expence of ten 
Thouſand Pounds, he would bring the Au- 
thor to ſevere Puniſhment; and at the ſame 
time lamented, that our Laws would nct 
affect him. After a little Pauſe, he told me 
the Reaſon of his high Diſpleaſure, as fol- 
lows; that the third or fourth Day after this 
Book was Publiſhed, he was walking gent- 
5 


. : 
ty up Stairs, but was ſuddenly alarmed at 
hearing his two Davghters in a loud Fit of 
Laughter; he accordingly haſtily opened the 
Door, and faw the Eldeſt with this Book in 
her Hand, and the other in no very decent 
Poſture, Shocked at theſe Circumitances, 
he took the Book from them, with a ſevere 
Reprimand; and now declared, once again, 
he had rather have given half his Fortune 
(not having been himſelf fince) than ſuch 
an Aﬀair ſhould have happened. There can 
be no Manner of Doubt but a Number of 
fiimilar Inſtances have been produced through 
the Publication of fach an Obſcene, and in 
ſhort, vile Diſcourfe. Surely the good Man 
might have publiſhed his Remedies for the 
Relief of Complaints occaſioned by that 
worlt of Crimes, (which by the Bye, though 
Thave known ſeveral of the Faculty, as well 
as myſelf, who have given all his Medicineg 
a fair Trial, yet conld find none of thoſe 
good Effects he vainly and emptily talks of, 
without any Reaſon) without introducing 
ſuch Letters as I will venture to afiirm 
where never before ſeen in Print. This 
calls to my Mind, that recent Inſtance we 
had ſo much deſpiſed by the World, of the 

Rev. 
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Rev. Mr. Kidgell's Publication of his ex- 
ceedingly Profane Eſſay on Woman, ſuppoſ- 
ed to be wrote by Mr. W:/kes; and what in 
all probability might have been buried in 
Oblivion, had not this careful Collector of 
choice Manuſcripts obliged the World with 
them. J at this Inſtant recollect a few Lines 
inſerted in one of the Daily-Papers, and as 
I think they arc well adapted, ſhall offer 
them to the Reader for his Opinion. 


& O Grief of Gries, the Parſm cries, 
ce Blaſpheming Words to write ; 

% O Grief of Griefs, the People cry, 
& To bring ſuch Words to Light. 


After all, I do not pretend to determine 
whether I am right in my Opinion or not, as 
I only offer what I have ſaid as indigeſted 
Thoughts: Therefore to return to the Sub- 
ject; I ſhalljuſtmention thoſe common Symp- 
toms which are occaſioned by that damnable 
Habit, called Self- Pollution. Iſt. The Per- 
ſon becomes feeble, has frequent Pains in his 
Head and Back, alſo in the Groin and Teſ- 
ticles, the Seminal Veſſels by being ſtrained, 
ſoon become relax'd; the Seed coming 

away 
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away with little or no Provocation ; or even 
on uſing much Exerciſe, and ſometimes on 
going to ſtool. 2d. To theſe may be added, 
that the afflicted has ſeldom any Erection 
of the Penis, but when he has, it is of very 
ſhort Duration, and even then very weak, 
ſo as not to anſwer the Intenſions of Nature. 
zd. After theſe Symptoms, or others of the 
like Nature, have continued ſome Time, 
they frequently bring on a Hectic State, 
which ends in a total Decline. 


Tt is true there are a Number more Com- 
plaints occaſioned by the above Practice; 
but theſe are enovgh to inform the Patient 
of the Cauſe, where he knows himſelf 
guilty; and as to others it could be of no 

Uſe if five Hundred were named. Now as 
to a Remedy, I fincerely aver the Reffora- 
tive Drops (often mentioned} have ſucceeded 


in almoſt all theſe Caſes where a fair Trial 
has been given ; and would the Nature of 


the Complaints allow of it, could refer any 
Perſon to a Number, who either by Perſon 
or Letter have declared themſelves abſolute- 

ly recovered, (but give me leave to obſerve, 
that except the grand Cauſe is entirely ab- 


» O ſtained 
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ſtained from, this, nor any other Remedy, will 
effect a Cure) but where it has in ſome 
Meaſure failed, or the Perſon's Patience did 
not well hold out, I have aſſiſted its Efforts 
by adding other Medicines, which in ſome 
Conſtitutions has bcen done with Advantage. 
In ſhort, honeſtly ſpeaking, I have had no 
Inſtances but where I have given great Re- 
lief, and indeed very few but where I have 
thoroughly recovered them. 


CHEST IX 


AREFUL Obſervations of the Suc- 

ceſs and Miſcarriages attending an 
extenſive Practice, are certainly the only 
Means of arriving at any Degree of Certain- 
ty, in the curative Part of Phyſic; and a 
rational Theory, accompanied by the Know- 
ledge thus acquired, muſt make the Syſtem 
of Medicine the moſt Perfect and Valuable. 
A Practioner, without Theory, not under- 
ſtanding the Laws of the Animal Occono- 
my, muſt be a Stranger to the Changes in- 
troduced into the Conſtitution by Diſeaſes : 
he not being able to form a Method of 
| Cure; 
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Cure ; neither can he Account for the Ope- 
ration of his Remedies, or to what End they 
were preſcribed; and the Theoriſt, for 
want of Practice to confirm his Specula- 
tions, will be often perplexed, and go aſtray: 
tho' he can project a methodical Scheme of 
Cure, according to the Forms and Rules 
laid down by Authors, yet its Succeſs can 
only be warranted from Experience; this 
makes him acquainted with a Set of Me- 
dicines that can be rclied on, as alſo enables 
him to diſcover the Nature and the Cauſe, 
and to comprehend the Symptoms and 
Events of Diſeaſes with Perſpicuity and 
Judgment, 


Where theſe Matters have been pro- 
perly attended to, great Diſcoveries in the 
Medical Art have been made: and I make 
no doubt but many more which have never 
been publickly known, owing to the Au- 
thor's Fear of being branded with the Name 
of Quackor Secret Hunter, and one that is en- 
deavouring to impoſe on Mankind ; alas! to 
what a low Ebb muſt the nobleſt of all Arts 
be ſunk! (that Art which was handed down 
from God himſelf) labouring under this 

f O 2 abomin- 
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abominable Bondage, that the regular Prac- 
titioner, who has been inſtructed in his Pro- 
feſſion at a large Expence, joined to a long 
Series of Years, taken up in Application 
and Study, gone through with much Pains 
and Labour — ſhould be after all obliged to 
confine himſelf to the general Opinion of 
other Men, (many of whom, Pack- Horſe 
like, travel on in the common Path, though 
attended with much Difficulty, and often to 
the greateſt Prejudice to Mankind) or ſuffer 
the before-mentioned Reproach. And why all 
this? I could never ſee any other Reaſons 
than becauſe a Number of illiterate ignorant 
Fellows tell the World they have Medicines 
that will cure this or that Diſorder, which is 
in the Power of every Shoe-black to affirm, 
therefore (according to the too often, and I 
may add ſimply received Opinion) it muſt 
follow that every Perſon though ever ſo well 
accompliſhed, muſt (by capricious Cavillers 
and ignorant Churls) in ſome Degree be loaded 
with vile Inſinuations: but it may be worth 
Notice, that this generally comes from evil 
Minds, who are always much affected to 
ſee another more eminently uſeful than 
themſelves: It is well known to the Gen- 
= - _  tlemen 


1 
tlemen of the Faculty, the many Improve- 
ments and Diſcoveries that have been made 
in Surgery, not only in the Treatment of 
Wounds, and the reducing of Fractures and 
Diſlocations, but in the moſt capital Opera- 
tions, thoſe that were a Century ago per- 
formed with much Difficulty and Danger, 
are now accompliſhed in half the Time 
with greater eaſe, and much leſs Riſk to 
the Patient's Life. Reſpecting Phyſic, they 
have been no leſs ſucceſsful in diſcovering the 
moſt valuable Remedies. Many have been 
known to the world, and I fear the be- 
fore-mentioned Reaſons may have prevent- 
ed others from being made known; for tho 
the Gentlemen who may have Invented ſuch 
Medicines, and Adminiſteredthem in private 
Practice, yet they cannot be attended with 
that general Service as if made Public; for 
my Part, I could never ſec the Impropriety 


of acquainting Mankind that I had a pe- 


cular Remedy for this, or that Diſorder ; 
nor can I conceive the Difference between 
giving this Information by Advertiſement, 
or in a Book; ſurely it is one and the ſame 
Thing. And yet, that this has, and is fre- 
quently done, by the greateſt Authors, is a 

known 
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known Fact, ſome quite conceal their Me- 
thods, and others deliver them in ſuch an 
obſcure Manner that they confine the Prac- 
tice to themſelyes. However, from what 
I have now ſaid, I would not have it thought 
that I am ſpeaking on my own Account ; 
for I declare it is a Matter of Indifference 
to me, whether Jever have another Advertiſe- 
ment inſerted, reſpecting any Medicine; 
on the other Hand, I muſt advance, that it 
is my Opinion, where Medical Diſcoveries 
are made, founded on Reaſon and Experience, 
and the Authors Publickly known to be 
Men of Conduct and Judgment in their Pro- 
feſſion, it muſt be tlie more beneficial, as it is 
the more known to the World. But then it 
may be anſwered, what has a News-Paper 
to do with it, a valuable Remedy will make 
itfelf known, particularly when ailiſted by 
the Circle of an Acquaintance? But how- 
ever plauſible this may ſeem, I mult beg leave 
to ſay, let any Thing appear new, no Mat- 
ter how good the Invention, and there will 
Immediately raiſe up crouds of ſtrong Op- 
ponents, many of which I tear find Fault 
not through the beſt of Motives; others do 


it for want of taking Reaſon for their Guide; 
or 
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or are Bigots to their own Ways; long ingraft- 
ed in them, and therefore endeavour to find 
Faults where there are none, merely for the 
ſake of doing ſo, or to appeat Men of Parts. 
And Laſtly, Another Sort may blame the 
Authors, becauſe they want Senſe to judge 
of the Goodneſs of the Remedy, and the 
Nature of the Diſeaſe. The fame has been 
obſerved by the greateſt of Men, as you will 
ſee by the following Quotation. 


This calls to my Mind the Words of an 
Antient but Valuable Author. Although 
© my new Method may ſeem ſtrange to 
© ſome, it can be only to ſuch as believe 
e that no-body knows more than them- 
« ſelves; who think, that the Univerſality 
ce of all Learning is locked up within their 
„% Microcoſm ; and that if they be igao— 
“ rant of it, fo muſt all the reſt of the 
*« World befides: ſuch there are in the 
«© World, and from ſuch I can expect no- 
„ thing but Slander and Calumny: But 
the beſt is, it is not my Portion alone, 
« therein I am a Companion {or the beſt of 
« Men. It was always the Fate of the 
4 fiſt Authors of any Invention (though 

never 
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never ſo good) to meet with Opproby 
and Contempt; and I know no Reaſon 
why I alone ſhould be exempt from the 
common Deſtiny, or general Fate, Thoſe 
Perſons are ſuch as envy Glory to all ex- 
cept themſelves and generally their 
Malice ariſes (not from the Matter in- 
vented, for that they greedily covet but) 
becauſe of the Perſon inventing; and as 
they were notthe Original of it, or cannot 
obtain the Glory, therefore it is either 
falſe, incongruous, unneceſſary or im- 
poſſible; or if the Matter be too laud- 
able to be branded with ſuch Epithets, 
the Fate of that great and worthy Man, 
Dr. Heryey, about the Circulation of the 
Blood, is unavoidable, vis. that it is an 
old Thing, they knew as much before, 
Hypocrates and Galen found it out, it is 
in ſuch a Book, ſuch a Chapter, ſuch an 
Aphoriſm; although the Words by them 
there cited, contain no more a Diſcovery 


of the Thing in diſpute, (though ſtrained 


by all the Tropes and Figures of Rheto- 
ric) than the Alcoran does of the Bible.” 


Dr, 
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Dr. Cockburn obſerves, (ſpeaking of the 
Reproach every Perſon is ſubject to that 
offers a new Diſcovery to the World) 


© Diſcoveries are moſt commonly at- 
&« tended with the Murmurings and Re- 
&« proaches of envious People; who load 
e Inventors with Calumny, inſtead of re- 
« turning them Thanks: Indeed, the 
t great Occaſion of Scandal is the Goodneſs 
« of the Invention; and that it may bring 
% a Reputation to its Author: So danger- 
« ous it is for a Phyſician to contrive any 
« Thing uſeful to Mankind, that it un- 
avoidably ſubjects him to the Hatred of 
% many others of his Brethren, whoreſtleſsly 
« purſue him with Calumny and Scandal, 
« if not the Invention itſelf. 


* 
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I ſhall next give you the Opinion of two 
eminent French Phyſicians, who were re- 
vered for their knowledge in their Profeſſion, 


not only in their own Country but through 
all Europe. 


Dr. Boudin writes thus: 


© I always look'd upon two Things as the 
3 „ prin- 
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« principal Obſtacles to the Progreſs of Phy- 


6c 


fic; the one is the general Fondneſs Men 


« have for Syſtems, which oblige young Phy- 
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ſicians to ſpend a great deal of Time, that 
might be better beſtowed in making ufe- 
ful Obſervations, and fill their Imagina- 
tions with well contrived Fables — but of 
no uſe towards the Cure of their Patients, 
which ought to be the chief and only End 
of all their Studies and Labours; theother 
is not only their Neglect of, but likewiſe 
their Diſlike and Repugnance both to the 
Search of new Remedies, andto the Appli- 
cation to them in their Practices, when- 
ever they have been diſcovered by others 
more courageous and diligent than ihey. 
— Hippocrates has rejected all Syſtems ag 
uſeleſs, that he might the better apply him- 
ſelf to Obſervations, and the Study of pro- 


per Medicines.” 


Dr. Chirac, ſays, hne Cure of the 
Venereal Diſeaſe i liable to fo many In- 
conveniences rom the inſufficiency of 
the greatcit Part of thoſe who undertake 
it, and by Rexzion of the grievous ſuffer- 
ings they expoſe their Patients to, who 

follow 
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1 
« follow their old Method of curing; as 
& alſo becauſe the Time it requires to per- 
6 form it is ſo long, and a Patient with- 
&« drawing himſelf for the Space of Forty 
& or Fifty Days, during which Time he 
«© muſt keep his Chamber, is fo trouble- 
« ſome, and often ſo ſuſpicious, eſpecially 


ce for Perſons, whoſe Station obliges them 
& to have a more than Ordinary regard for 
e their Reputation, that we never can ſuf- 
te ficiently applaud thoſe, who have ſpent 
e their Time and Labour in the Diſcovery 
* and Improvement of ſuch Remedies as 
« can thoroughly cure thoſe, who are af- 
« flicted with it, and free them from all the 
* Inconveniences and Diſorder that attend 
* the ordinary Way of curing it.” 


The Arguments uſed againſt particular 
Medicines, in ſome Meaſure are founded on 
Reaſon, and the Uſe of them is frequently 
termed imperical Practice: there is no Man- 
ner of Doubt but much Hurt has attend- 
ed ſuch Medicines that have been indiſcrimi- 
nately adminiſtered by ignorant People, and 
indeed for the moſt Part are Compoſitions, 
jumbled together between the Perſon who 

9 has 
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has the Sale of them, and ſome little Dabler 
in Phyſic. Nevertheleſs, that Remedies 
are contrived, that have been taken with 
great Succeſs is beyond a Doubt: Dr. Fames's 
Fever Powder has given many Inſtances of 
this, and J verily believe has been of much 
Benefit to Mankind; notwithſtanding, I ac- 
knowledge, ſuch Medicines labour under 
many Diſadvantages by often not being un- 
der the Author's Directions: and yet theſe 
powerful Remedies will ſucceed, and in 
many Caſes where others have failed; with- 
out ſaying more, that noble Medicine the 
Peruvian Bark, gives us ample Proofs of 
this, which even when adminiſtered by the 
moſt illiterate People, will {till produce its 
grand Effects. As to the Venereal Diſeaſe, 
which is the Subject of this Eſſay. I muſt 
obſerve, there is a peculiar Advantage that 


attends the Cure of it, which is this, That 
as it always proceeds from One and the 


iame Cauſe, (only differently ſeated) ſo may 
it be cured by one and the ſame Remedy. I 
 Ipeak as to the Venereal Poiſon ; for if any 
Weakneſs remains after that is expelled, 
Corroberants take Place of Courſe. There 


15 Reaſon to ſuppoſe many of the Faculty in 
this 
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this Metropolis muſt have ſound out ſome 
favourite Medicine, which they in their 
Practice chiefly rely on for particular Diſ- 
orders, and is what remains a Noftrum or 
Secret in their own Breaſt, which (provided 
the Medicine 1s a valuable one) is like put- 
ting the lighted Candle under a Buſhel. 
As it is confined to the narrow Bounds of 
their Practice. 


Scire tuum nibil oft nifi te ſeire bac ſciat Alter. 
| PE Rs. 


A Man's Knowledge is worth nothing With 
gut he communicates it to the Wi ole; for 
Science 1s not Science till revealed. 


But to proceed ; I am therefore of the 
Opinion that every Perſon who has Invent- 
ed any Remedy that may be ſerviceable to 
his Fellow-creatures, cannot diſcharge his 
Duty either to God or them, if he does not 


either diſcover the Medicine, or offer it for 
their good, which muſt tend to his own 
Emolument. 


If it is empirical Practice to inform the 
World, you have a new Method, or a new 
Medicine for ſuch and ſuch Complaints, 

Then 
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Then half the greateſt Authors that ever 
wrote, are Empiricks. But for Brevity's 


Sake, ſhall only mention two Moderns. 


Mr. James Handley, Surgeon, informs 
us of a Noſtrum or Secret he was poſſeſſed 
of, which cured the Rheumatiſm in a very 
remarkable Manner, but does notdeclare the 


Remedy. Theſe are his own Words, In 
« the Rheumatiſm, particularly, I can, and 
« frequently in my Practice do, give a cer- 
e tain Medicine which ſo incounters the 
« Diſeaſe, and aſſiſts Nature, that with Pur- 
« ging once or twice, at moſt, and Bleeding 
* but once, and ſometimes neither of them, 
ee the Patient though he cannot ſtand nor 
ce feed himſelf, and uſed to lay by for it 
« twelve or ſixteen Weeks together, yet 
ce ſhall be able in a Weck, ten Days, or a 
« Fortnight at moſt; and ſometimes in leſs 
« Time, togoabout his Buſineſs: the ſwel- 
ce ling of his Joints, and Pain, being gone 
& clear off: or if it ſometimes happens that 
« the Tumours do not go immediately 
« away, yet the Pain ſhall vaniſh, and the 
i Patient be at eaſe; and all this by the 
5 Power of an Alterative, and without any 
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* Mercurial Preparations whatever; and 
* the Medicine to be taken, is but the 
«© Quantity of two Spoonfuls twice a Day. 


However extraordinary the Effects of this 
Medicine may appear, the Author's Cha- 
racter and Abilities in his Profeſſion, put it 
out of the Power of cenſorious Perſons 
to hurt or depreciate his Aſſertions. This 
Gentlemen, as an Author, was in the great- 
eſt Eſteem; he wrote his Mechanical Eſſays 
on the Animal Oeconomy, A. D. 1721. 
A Book that acquired the greateſt Applauſe. 
In the Year 1733, he publiſhed his Collo- 
quia Chirurgica, or the Art of Surgery: this 
Book was found no leſs acceptable, being a 
Work calculated for young Surgeons, Af- 
ter giving ſuch Proofs of his ſuperior Know- 
ledge in his Profeſſion, I ſuppoſe he won't 
be called a Quack, becauſe he recommends 
2 Medicine for the Rheumatiſm, which he 
had proved to do more than any other had 
done, 


Dr. Robertſon obſerves, treating on Fluxes, 
after recommending ſome Remedies, ** But 
* in Caſe all theſe Medicines fail of Suc- 
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44 ceſs, and the Flux ſtill continues to afflict 
« the Patient, and threaten him with immi- 
« nent Death, is there no other Hopes, no 
« Anchor whereon the unhappy Patient 
« may repoſe his Diſtreſs, no Specific that 
« may give reſpite to his Dolors? Yes; 
Ve are told by Dr. Cockburn, in his Trea- 
« tiſe on Fluxes, that he enjoys the Favour 
« of a Specific that will cure all Manner 
e of Fluxes, under the moſt diſtracting 
« Symptoms. But no Diſtreſs of Mankind 
« could ever yet prevail with that Gentle- 
« man to open his tender Heart, and diſ- 


ce cover his Secret to the World. 


And he 


might have added, that the Public was alſo 
debarred the Uſe of this excellent Remedy 
by not knowing where to apply for it, which 
undoubtedly was attended with the ſame 


ill Conſequences. 


It is a Misfortune, and what is peculiar 
to this Notion, that it is impoſſible to offer 
the leaſt Diſcovery, or indeed an Improve- 
ment, without immediately meeting with the 
ſtrongeſt Oppoſitions. And it is now be- 
come ſo faſhionable, that theſe kind of Op- 


Fels, may fay with the Poet, 


Video 
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- Video meliora proboque 
Deteriora Sequor. 


O VID. 


T fee the Right, and I approve it too; 
Condemn the Wrong, and yet the Wrong pur 
ſus, ; ky | 


Such Perſons as have been properly Edu- 
cated to Phyſic, and have continually a 
Number of Patients under their Care (more 
particularly when chiefly confined to one 
Diſorder) muſt either ſleep away their Time, 
or be Men of no Kind of Reflection, or 
elſe will make ſuch Diſcoveries as will re- 
dound to their Reputation and the Public 


Good. 


We ſee in the Medical Obſervations and 
Inquiries, by a Body of Phyſicians in Zondon, 
a Number of well authenticated Diſcoveries, 
tranſmitted to them from different Parts of 
the World. The hearing of which to all 
good Men gives the greateſt Joy and plea- 
ſing Satisfaction: but from bad Men, where 
that gnawing Worm of Envy is kept alive, 
nothing can be expected but Hatred, Ma- 
lice, and the worſt of Reflections + v 


conclude this Eſſay, and let my Brethren ot 
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the Profeſſion; let . ſenſible Man, or 
Critic ; let thoſe that are diſeaſed, or not 
Diſeaſed ; let the Juſt or Unjuſt; in one 
Word, let the whole World peruſe this 
Diſcourſe, and I ſolemnly declare I can con- 
vey my Motive for this Publication, with 


the ſtricteſt Truth, by theſe Words, 


Mens ſibi conſcia recti. 


A good Intention. 
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